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Another of the well-known Sunday-school workers 
goes to the Chautauqua region. The Rev. Henry M. 
Parsons, recently president of the Boston Sunday- 
school Union, accepts his call to the Lafayette Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, Buffalo, N. Y., to succeed 
the late Rev. Dr. Heacock. 


“Atlanta’s Welcome” will be read with interest by 
all who have any thought of attending the Interna- 
tional Sunday-school Convention in April next; and 
perhaps some who had not intended going there may 
be induced to change their purpose by this hearty in- 
vitation with its well-put accompanying arguments. 


In a stirring appeal in behalf of plans for the evan- 
gelizing of London, Mr. Spurgeon recently rebuked 
that church policy which hesitates to undertake 
another outside preaching-station or miseion-school 
lest it should deplete or weaken the home church. 
If the heart, he said, should insist on storing its own 
blood, it would die. Its very life depends on send- 
ing the blood to the extremities. There can be no 
question that many a church has lost its life through 
a determination to preserve it; and that many an- 
other has been rescued from the very verge of death 
by an effort to do something outside of its own 
bounds. There are churches to-day which are strug- 
gling under debt, and aye in danger of dying, which 





of Scripture than to misinterpret it, many a good 
lesson has been taught by a false exegesis. He 
recalls the story of a man who was restrained from 
striking a neighbor in his anger, threugh a recollec- 
tion of the text of Scripture, “ Lay hands suddenly 
on no man.” We once heard a colored preacher in 
North Carolina refer to the words of the Messiah, 
“Lo I come,” with the comment, “ Hear dat, bred- 
dren, ‘Zow I come; not high I come. De Lord Jesus 
comes to de poor and de lowly.” There was truth, if 
not fitness, in that comment. And now the Home 
Missionary reports a Wisconsin Sunday-school teacher 
as giving to her class this explanation of the poor 
widow's two mites cast into the Lord's treasury : 
“ Now, girls, 1 want you to understand this. You 
see, she was a poor woman. It makes me think how 
my dear old mother used to work late into the night 
before the old fireplace. And there is no doubt in 
my mind, girls, but this good woman knit those mitts 
herself tosell at the store the next day for something to 
eat; but she cast the pair of new mitts—all that she 
had—into the treasury, from love to her dear Lord.” 
The letter of the sacred text rig ly understood 
always conforms to the spirit of the Scriptures; but, 
of all perversions of the text, that which makes the 
letter conform to the evident spirit of Bible teach- 
ings is least reprehensible. This is certainly a great 
deal better than twisting the letter into seeming an- 
tagonism with the spirit, and then carping at or 
worrying over the discrepancy. 


A beautiful illustration of the sweetness and power 
of a child's simple faith is given in an incident re- 
lated of the recent wreck of the new steamer Mas- 
sachusetts on Long Island Sound. Among the many 
passengers were two mothers, each with a child, who 
were noticeable for their restful calmness during the 
hours of greatest peril and anxiety, when it seemed 
as if the vessel must shortly go to pieces. A passen- 
ger from Philadelphia says that his attention was 
first called to them by their voices in singing. Going 
toward them he “found a little boy standing there 
with his life preserver on, and the little fellow was just 
joining with his mother in singing one of Moody and 
Sankey’s hymns,—a hymn of trust and confidence.” 
As the hours passed on, mothers and children sat 
there together singing or conversing calmly, ready 
for whatever God had in store for them. They were 
fully aware of their danger, but their faith was un- 
shaken in Him who has said, “ When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers they shall not overflow thee. ... Fear 
not, for I am with thee.” And when rescue came, 
and the passengers were safely on another vessel, 
those same sweet voices were again heard, this time 
in a ringing strain of praise for their deliverance; 
and so powerful was their example over their fellow- 
passengers that there was quickly a gathering about 
them of those who were saved from impending death, 
and prayer, and songs of joy, and glad words of grati- 
tude went up from one and another, until, as one 
pays, “it was the best praise-mesting I ever at- 








AFTER THESE LESSONS—WHAT? 


The committee appointed to arrange for and to 
call another International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion, is fairly at its plans for such a gathering. 

Atlanta, Ga., is the place designated for the next 
convention. April 17-19, 1878, are the days for 
its sessions. On another page is a report of the 
doings of the Committee thus far; and the fact that 
the details of the programme of the Convention are 
now under consideration brings to mind the im- 
portance of this gathering to the interests of Sunday- 
school workers and Bible students every where. 

The great theme of the Atlanta Convention— 
that which will give pre-eminent importance to its 
deliberations and decisions—is the discussion of a 
plan of united Bible study to follow the current 
series of International Lessons. The desirableness 
of such a plan is no longer in question. Union in 
Bible study is a fact,—a fact to be recognized and 
acted upon, not to be debated. At Indianapolis, in 
1872, the great question was, Shall we have a com- 
mon series of Bible lessons in all our Sunday-schools ? 
That question was then and there settled. Its de- 
cision has been practically approved by the voice of 
the Christian world. It would be as unwise to 
reopen it for new discussion at Atlanta as to discuss 
anew the desirableness of the Sunday-school system 
itself. But the plan of further united Bible study 
is fairly open for discussion, even though the fact of 
such study is to be taken for granted. It was voted 
at Indianapolis that a committee of five clergymen 
and five laymen be appointed “to select a course of 
Bible Lessons for a series of years not exceeding 
seven, which shall, as far as they may decide possi- 
ble, embrace a general study of the whole Bible.” 
Such a Lesson Committee was appointed. Its mem- 
bers have thus far done their work admirably well. 
In spite of errors and omissions which are insepa- 
rable from fallibility, they have shown as much of 
wisdom and fidelity in the discharge of their deli- 
cate and important mission as they have of patience 
and good-nature in meeting the many criticisms to 
which their course was inevitably subjected. Before 
the Atlanta Convention assembles this Committee 
will have fully completed its work. The question 
then naturally recurs, What shall be done next? 
With the demand for a new series of Bible lessons 
existing, who shall select those lessons, and accord- 
ing to what outline plan? 

It may occur to some warm hearts that because 
the members of this first Lesson Committee have 
been’so faithful and efficient in the service assigned 
to them, the Committee as a whole ought to be con- 
tinued in existence, and set to the work of preparing 
@ new series of lessons. But a moment's reflection 


will show the unwisdom of such a suggestion. When 
that Committee was appointed, there were large por- 
tions of our country quite unrepresented in the con- 
vention which designated it; and there were entire 
denominations of Christians then standing aloof 
from the movement, which have since joined in it 
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with heartiness. And some members of the Com- 
mittee who were appointed because of their residence 
or connection with representative bodies no longer 
stand in the relations to the work and the field which 
they held at that time. It would be eminently un- 
fair toward the great body of Sunday-school workers 
who have come into this movement within the past 
five years, to ask that they should commit all the 
planning of a new course of Bible lessons to a com- 
mittee on which they are unrepresented and in the 
naming of which they were given no voice. 

Moreover, even if there were no such objection as 
this, or if this objection could be met by enlarging 
the numbers of the Lesson Committee, it would still 
be unwise to continue that committee as a whole 
beyond the period of its original appointment. The 
primary ider of this International Lesson plan was, 
that the assembled representatives of the Sunday- 
school. work in America, fresh from their constituents, 
should name a committee to do a simple and specified 
service of outlining a series of Bible studies for a 
given period of time. There was no thought of mak- 
ing a permanent Lesson Committee, with a life tenure, 
to direct the studies of the Sunday-schools of the 
world. Such a plan could never have been carried 
at Indianapolis. It will not be seriously urged at 
Atlanta. The members of the Lesson Committee 
will, we are confident, be as prompt as all other sen- 
sible persons to scout it utterly. 

When the Sunday-school workers from all portions 
of the United States and Canada, and from the vari- 
ous branches of the church of Christ, come together 
at Atlanta, the question will fairly confront them: 
What shall be our plan of united Bible study after 
1879, and who shall arrange the details of that plan ? 
In response to this question they will undoubtedly 
designate a new and competent representative Lesson 
Committee,—choosing for a place on it men who were 
on the first Lesson Committee or those who were not, 
as seems best to them,—and instruct its members for 
its specific service. And thus a new series of Bible 
lessons for Sunday-schools everywhere will be put in 
preparation. Meanwhile the thoughtful and earnest 
Bible students of our land will have the subject 
prayerfully before their minds, that they may be 
prepared to make wise suggestions in the line of a 
plan of Bible study, when the whole subject is under 
intelligent discussion at Atlanta. 


BOOK REVIEWING. 


No department of a family newspaper is more im- 
portant to its readers than that of its book reviews. 
In these days of many books it is quite impossible 
for the average reader to examine every book for 
himself. He must depend largely upon others for 
his knowledge of the substance and the worth of new 
publications. If he has confidence in the character 
and judgment of the conductors of a paper to which 
he is a subscriber, he will naturally be influenced by 
the notices he finds in its columns, of books to which 
he has not yet had personal access. 

Moreover, an intelligent reader wants something 
more in a book notice than the reviewer's opinion of 
its merits. He would hke to know what the book 
is, what is its purport, its method, its spirit, its style, 
its relative worth in comparison with other works on 
the same theme. Having knowledge on these points, 
he will be able to form an opivion of his own of the 
book under examination. But to give this informa- 
tion concerning any book requires, on the reviewer's 
part, a familiarity with not only the book itself but 
its subject, and the literature of that subject. The 
reviewer must be intelligent for his work, and con- 
scientious and thorough in its doing. 

It is obvious that no one man can do this work 
satisfactorily for all books alike. An editor's ac- 
quaintance with, and his judgment concerning, books 
of biblical criticism and illustration, of history, biog- 
raphy, poetry, fiction, science, technics, and general 
literature, cannot be such as will enable him to assign 
to every new publication its true place among exist- 
ing works of its class. Yet, on the other hand, an 








editor is responsible for every mention of a book | 
which appears editorially in the columns of his paper, 
and his character is pledged for the correctness of 
the view thereby indicated of that book. This it is | 
which renders the conduct of the book department | 
of a newspaper one of peculiar delicacy as well as of 
importance. | 

The best way is, unquestionably, for an editor to 
secure the aid of competent critics in various depart- 
ments of book reviewing, while he recognizes his 
responsibility for the choice, in every case, of men 
who can be trusted fur soundness of belief or judg- 
ment, on the subject of the volumes in question. 
There are many books which he will wish to review 
himself. There are others which it would be folly 
for him to attempt to pass unaided judgment upon. 
He owes it to his readers to secure the best available 
review of every book to which he calls their atten- 
tion. 

TLe plan just mentioned is the one pursued by 
The Sunday School Times. The publications noticed 
under its head of ‘“ Books and Writers” are reviewed 
by competent critics in the various departments of 
literature. The editor allows nothing to go into 
those columns for which he is unwilling to be held 
responsible; but when he thinks that a new book can 
be better reviewed for his readers by another than 
himself, he puts it into other hands accordingly. He 
is quite sure that a member of the Bible Revision 
Committee is better qualified than himself to pass 
upon the relative merits of different critical commen- 
taries of the Bible; and he is equally certain that the 
opinion of an intelligent restaurateur and caterer, on 
the merits of a new covok-book, is to be preferred to 
his own, for the guidance of his interested readers. 
Therefore in each case he seeks the assistance 
needed. 

As an indication of the character and value of this 
sort of work in The Sunday School Times, we will 
mention that during the past few months we have 
published, in our book department, reviews of new 
books prepared for us by Professors George R. Bliss, 
Marshall Henshaw, M. B. Riddle, William C. Wilkin- 
son, and John S. Hart, the Rev. Leonard Woolsey 
Bacon, the Rev. William L. Gage, Dr. Edward 
Eggleston, Dr. William C. Prime, Charles Dudley 
Warner, Charles F. Richardson, D. C. Macdonald, 
and Margaret E. Sangster, as well as by various 
specialists less widely known, but not less competent 
than these, in their several departments, and this in 
addition to all the book reviews prepared by the 
editorial force proper of The Times. 

We call special attention to this subject, and give 
prominence to these facts, because of the importance 
of the matter, and to convince our readers that the 
department of book reviewing in The Sunday School 
Times is not slighted, or given into the hands of in- 
experienced or incompetent critics. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—_——__~.—_—_—. 


Comments on the change of rates, by which all single 
subscribers to The Sunday School Times are put on the 
same plane, come in freely from all sides, and it is pleasant 
to note that fully nine-tenths of those affected by it, who 
mention it all, heartily approve the change. One clergy- 
man writes that he is glad that we have at last come to 
believe that clergymen are as good as other men, and he 
hopes we will not again make any distinction against 
them in our prices. A Massachusetts superintendent 
writes : 

I approve your plan of raising your price for The Times to an 
equality for all, though naturally | should take advantage of any 
offered reduction. I think no fair-minded person would object to 
your present “ level.” 

From New York state comes this word: 

As a superintendent I am glad you have taken us off the “ free 
list,” so to speak, and put us on a par with others, at $2.15 per 
year. You allow a cash premium for club subscriptions, I believe 
and thus a superintendent may-get his paper lower by inducing 
others to subscribe. 

A Pennsylvania worker adds : 

Iam glad you made the price of The Times alike to all. It is 








unfair to discriminate. As a rule, teachers and scholars have 





more need of helps and less to pay with than superintendents or 
pastors. If you have any encouragement or favors to bestow, 
don’t forget the teachers. 

In renewing his subscription at full rates a Michigan 
superintendent writes : 

I believe I have as yet never availed myself of the reduced rate 
of subscription to Sunday-school superintendents, and can there 
fore cordially commend the new regulation which you adopt im 


| regard to rates to this class. 


On the other hand, three pastors in New England have 
complained of the change. One of these thinks we are 
inconsistent in still offering the paper at a lower rate to 
clubs. Yet we are enabled to furnish the paper at whole- 
sale cheaper than at retail, when cash is paid in advance 
for a large number of copies. Another thinks that a 
clergyman is entitled to lower rates because he is con- 
stantly inducing others to become subscribers to the paper. 

This point is met, however, by the fact that our pub- 
lisher will allow a cash premium on new subscriptions 
obtained by any subscriber to The Times. In fact, the 
new plan seems to have the approval of nearly all those 
whom it directly affects. 


Because this complaint of our anxious correspondent 
voices a too common feeling concerning the duty of those 
who speak or write upon Sunday-school methods and 
management, we give place to it just here, and add our 
word of comment. 


The season for stoning Sunday-school superintendents appears to 
be at hand, and The Sunday School Times—which ought to set a 
better example to the little papers—leads off with a vigorous fling 
and a true aim against the “talking superintendent” in order to 
balance the complaint of a correspondent who has found one who 
does not talk enough. In the same paper, a small boy, who uses 
too much “slang” to be considered a competent critic, throws his 
pebble at another unfortunate who mispronounces a difficult word 
During the next month or two we shall hear the whizzing of stones 


_from all directions, aimed against the unresisting (for who ever 


knew one “rise to explain,” or even protest?) Sunday-school 
superintendent who talks too much or too little; who is too 
worldly or too solemn; who is too progressive or too slow; who 
keeps his place in spite of efforts to get him out, or who tries to 
resign and is therefore a shirker; who is kept in office by a 
“ring” while everybody else hates him, or who is too popular and 
too much flattered, and therefore should resign. Oae makes a 


” 


specialty of ‘ good collections,” and falls under the condemnation 
of a class who desire to see the school “run” on faith principles— 
the faith of others, not their own—while another is denounced as 
being “a poor financier,” for being too remiss in that direction. 
In short, it is difficult to tell just how perfect a man showld be in 
order to fill the office of Sunday-school superintendent acceptably 
to all, and to escape every stray shot from the host of critics who 
are much more ready to proffer a “theory” than any practical 
assistance. It only remains for somebody to write a book on “That 
Sunday-school Superintendent of Ours: A Winter Pickle,” to 
utterly discomfit them. Seriously, and in point of fact, the men 
—and women—who fill that place are usually the best in the 
church and community: they do not seek it, being, almost without 
exception, busy people; hands and heart and brain crowded with 
real work, and who assume the position from Christian principle 
and at a real sacrifice of strength and personal ease. Instead of 
being a target for sharp criticism or witty comments,—which strike 
hardest on those serving most humbly and already too self-con- 
scious of deficiencies—they should (to borrow and repeat the excellent 
words of The Sunday School Times) “be viewed leniently and 
helped considerately by all who are in any way interested in the 
school’s success,’ and that includes every one who really desires to 
see the rapid advance and extension of Christianity, 

It is true that in dealing with each superintendent indi- 
vidually, we ought to exercise tender consideration for 
him in his weakness, and do all in our power to uphold 
him in his best work and to give him encouragement in 
his inevitable trials. But it is not true that in dealing 
with superintendents or teachers as a class we ought to be 
silent concerning grave errors in their modes of adminis- 
tration or manner of service. It is wrong for a speaker or 
writer on Sunday-school work to be always commending 
both the spirit and the methods of everybody who teaches 
in or who superintends a Sunday-school. A Sunday- 
school paper has no right to exist if it does nothing to 
improve the character of Sunday-school service, by point- 
ing out existing evils, and by showing specifically a more 
excellent way. There has been quite too much of the 
mutual admiration society business in the Sunday-school 
field, and the cause has suffered not a little from the too 
prevalent idea that every speaker in a Sunday-school con- 
vention, or writer in a Sunday-school paper, must have 
only words of approval for the workers and the ways of 
working, and the working tools at present popular in this 
department of Christian service. A better plan is to deal 
kindly and considerately with the individual, and to be 
faithful and fearless in criticising the modes and agencies 
employed. Our correspondent gives a good list of things 
which need looking after. A number of them have already 
received attention in these columns. We shall try not to 
ignore the others while the season continues. 


Ririescanenntenss: 
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URBS BEATA. 


Latin Hymn of the 7th Century. 


TRANSLATED BY ALEX R. THOMPSON, DD. 
i. 


Blessed city, vision true 

Of the peace that knows no end,— 
O Jerusalem, the new, 

In thy walls what beauties blend! 
Ever shall all splendor be, 
City of our God, in thee. 


ne 


Every several gate of thine 
Is of one effulgent pear! ; 
And thy golden walls outshine 
Glories that the stars unfurl ; 
And those walls do rest upon 
Christ, the chosen Corner-stone. 


III. 
Thou hast for thy temple, God ; 

For thy sun, the Lamb once slain ; 
Saints, with light as sandals shod, 

Vie with angels, and amain 
Holy, Holy, Holy, sing 
To the Ever-holy King. 

IV. 
Night and day stand open wide 

Those thy gates of lustrous light,— 
They that enter in abide. 

All who in the ceaseless fight 
Keep the faith, the battle win, 
Paradise are welcomed in. 

Vv. 
God in Holy Trinity ! 

Here on earth and there in heaven, 
Let perpetual worship be 

Unto thee in fullness given. 

By the chrism of thy dear grace, 
Fit us for thy dwelling-place. 








THE TRUE KIND OF PREACHING. 
BY PRESIDENT W. W. PATTON, D.D. 


The reports, given in the Scotch newspapers, of the brief 
remarks of President McCosh, at the Pan-Presbyterian 
Council, on the superiority of the “old country” preaching 
to the American in that it is more “ biblical,” have brought 
out again a discussion of the true style of pulpit effort. 
We have no desire to engage in the debate as to what Dr. 
McCosh actually said, or as to whether his utterance was 
true and wise. He declares the printed report, on which 
the criticisms have been made so freely, to have been a 
caricature of his remarks, though he reiterates something 
kindred to its main ideas. But, be that as it may, it is 
safe to inquire, apart from all personal bearings, what kind 
of preaching is best adapted to secure the end properly 
aimed at in the delivery of sermons. In answering such 
an inquiry, one must use common sense and the light of 
experience, and not be carried away with a theory, or féel 
bound to admire and defend a stereotyped practice, or to 
champion the custom of any land or province. As New 
England has no patent-right on the composition of sermons, 
so neither has Scotland or Ulster. The world is large, and 
preaching is common outside of these localities, and God’s 
ministers and churches will be glad to receive contributions 
of thought and wisdom from all who have attained to 
success in proclaiming the truth asitisin Jesus. A study 
of the past shows a wondrous variety in the adaptation of 
preaching to the differing conditions of the human mind, 
as affected by education, custom, prejudice, race, etc., and 
also in its character as influenced by the peculiar idiosyn- 
crasies and training of the preachers. Theorizing about 
preaching as about fishing is apt not to be so instructive 
or conclusive as a collection of experiences. 

Take the case of Paul. The allusions in the First Epistle 
to the Corinthians show that there was, in some respects, 
a marked difference between his style of preaching and that 
of Apollos, by reason of which each had his class of special 
admirers. The great apostle recognizes the fact gracefully 
and makes no criticism on the peculiarities of Apollos. 
The latter, being “an eloquent man and mighty in the 
Scriptures,” might have seemed to some minds more “ bib- 
lical” than was Paul, who in his sermon on Mars Hill did 
not even refer to the Scriptures, but made an argument 
from reason and nailed it with a classical quotation. But 
Paul found room in his homiletical theory for both modes 
of preaching, and declared that God used Apollos and him- 
self according to his own wise purposes. It would seem, 
then, that we have a “biblical” warrant for each preacher, 
now as anciently, to be true to himself, making the best 
use possible of his peculiar gifts. As David could not fight 
in Saul’s armor, 80 no minister can wisely adopt the exact 


Gospel differs widely in plan and style from those of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, so, no doubt, his preaching was 
unlike that of his fellow apostles. How absurd it would 
have been for John Bunyan and Jonathan Edwards to have 
tried to compose sermons upon the same plan, or for Dr. 
Bushnell to have adopted the Spurgeon or the Moody 
method! Elder Knapp, Dr. Kirk, and Mr, Finney were 
eminent and contemporaneous revival preachers, but how 
Each of them em- 
ployed the Scriptures, but in a degree and after a method 
of his own, and it would have been a gratuitous aspersion 
had he declared the others not to be 
discourses. 


unlike in their styles of sermonizing ! 


“biblical” in their 


In this, as in other things, we must distinguish between 
the letter and the spirit. A man may use much scriptural 
language and yet succeed in conveying very little scrip- 
tural meaning. To quote the Bible fluently is not the 
same thing as to explain it. We have heard men in a 
pulpit who filled a discourse with a string of texts, and yet 
left no deep impression of religious truth. We have 
listened to others, who, with no .parade of passages of 
Scripture, so enforced the central idea of their text as to 
leave it forever after imbedded in the mind as a glorious 
divine truth, It is desirable that both minister and people 
should be familiar with the phraseology of Scripture, and 
| should be able to quote the promises accurately and freely, 
and to prove a doctrine in the very words of inspiration. 
But it is not desirable that a pastor should appear to have 
substituted the easy and mechanical use of a concordance 
for the careful study and original investigation of an im- 
portant theme. It is to be remembered that “the sense of 
Scripture is Scripture,” as the orthodox have always 
argued when replying to the Unitarian objection that the 
word Trinity is not found in the Bible. A textual plan, 
in which a discourse consists of comments upon the suc- 
cessive words and clauses of the text, is often very instruc- 
tive and effective, and no minister should neglect to use it 
with freedom. It is, however, the simplest idea and the 
easiest method of sermonizing, and is, therefore, commonly 
resorted to by beginners and by those whose resources of 
thought and education are limited. The lay-preachers 
take to it with avidity. Yet, in the hands of a master, it 
can be made inferior to no method for the distinctive uses 
ofasermon. Butso, also, the topical method, which derives 
a theme from a passage of Scripture, and then discusses 
and applies it, can, in a genuine sense, be made equally 
“biblical” in its argument, and above all, in its spirit and 
influence, while it is specially adapted to intelligent and 
cultivated audiences, who like connected reasoning as well 
as pious phraseology. 

And here we may consult with interest the example of 
Paul, that prince of preachers, who varied his addresses 
and sermons with his audiences. When he preached to 
Jews, in the synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia, he made 
an argument entirely from Scripture, based on a divine 
promise to David that the Messiah should be of his seed, 
and claimed that this was fulfilled in the advent of Jesus 
But when he passed into Greece; and was called upon to 
explain Christianity to heathen philosophers, he took no 
text, he drew no argument, from Scripture. He reasoned 
from premises which they admitted, against the folly and 
impiety of idolatry, and quoted against them, not Isaiah 
but Aratus, and then informed them that, in mercy to their 
partial ignorance, God would forgive the past, but would 
judge them in future by his Son, Jesus Christ, the Sav- 
iour and the Lord of all. The two so different discourses in 
no degree conflict. Each was proper and admirably wise 
in its place, and*they are on record for our instruction as 
to liberty in methods of presenting the gospel. They 
illustrate the labors of him who endeavored “by a// means 
to save some,” and who, therefore, would not consent to tie 
himself up to a single line of procedure. 

All men are no more moved and edified by one style of 
preaching than they are by one style of singing. There 
are those who think it “biblical” to sing only a literal 
version, in rude rhyme, of the “ Psalms of David.” Others 
consent to find a scriptural warrant for a few paraphrases 
of other parts of the Bible. The church at large claims the 
Christian liberty of singing all Christian truth in appropri- 
ate hymns. As to the accompanying music, some accept 
nothing but vocal sounds, and, though they love David's 
psalms, they abominate his harp. Others can better praise 
God with accompaniment of viol and psaltery, of trumpet 
and organ. And so one congregation worships with satis- 
faction, when led by a choir or a quartette, while another 
must needs hang on the lips of a precentor, who is usually 
the dullest of vocalists. But so do men differ according to 
education and taste; and, in respect to preaching, it will 
long continue true, that some will prefer the Ulster and 
; some the New England method, while wise ministers will 
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follow the bent of their genius and the light of their expe- 
rience, 
Howard University, Washington, D.C. § 


THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 
BY MRS, ALICE W. KNOX, 


It is gratifying, to those who have long considered the 
subject, to see the growing interest in this department of 
the Sunday-school. The question of classification is now 
receiving considerable attention, and it is certainly a very 
important one. In some unaccountable way, the first 
method adopted was to mass the youngest scholars into 
one class, no matter how large the number. Succeeding 
teachers and schools have followed in this way, as a flock 
of sheep follow the leader, apparently regardless of conse- 
quences. Serious, candid, and intelligent consideration of 
this subject, will show the many advantages of the sub- 
division over the one-class system. 

The children in a well-conducted and properly arranged 
primary department will usually consist of those under 
ten years of age. Say from five to ten; for they do com- 
monly begin to attend as young as five, and very few are 
prepared for promotion before they are ten. Of course 
there are exceptions both ways, but as a rule the members 
of the Primary Department should be children from five to 
ten years of age. Observe how this is in well-graded pub- 
lie schools, 

In room No. 1 the children are six years old; in No. 2 
they are seven; in No. 5 they are eight, etc. That is, 
children are classified by their age primarily, always allow- 
ing for such exceptions as may arise from precocity, or the 
other extreme of dullness, as well as the difference in home 
training or other peculiarities. In each of these rooms 
there may be from fifty to one hundred children with only 
one teacher. Yet, although the scholars are so well 
assorted, the teacher finds it necessary to subdivide them. 
They are not equally quick at learning, not equally regu- 
lar in attendance; for these and other reasons, it becomes 
important to hear the various lessons in sections or sub- 
classes. Now if this is found necessary in a room of fifty 
day scholars where they are positively of one age, how very 
much more important it must be in a school where the 
ages vary from one to five years; that is, where some are 
only five, others six, seven, eight, or even ten years old. 

Take an example of its practical working. Six little 
girls come into a Primary Department for the first time. 
They know literally nothing about the Bible. They never 
learned the Lord’s Prayer; never heard of the beautiful 
Twenty-third Psalm or any other Psalm; know nothing 
about the Commandments, the Beatitudes, or the sweet list 
of Christian graces given as the fruit of the Spirit. They 
know as little about God the Father, Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit as the very heathen do, far less than a child of that 
age knows of idols in a heathen country. They never 
committed anything to memory, were never taught to 
pay close attention to any subject. They are simply 
human plants; they have had a material growth, but no 
mental culture. 

A loving, skillful teacher sits down to teach them the 
Lord’s Prayer, and repeats the first clause, after telling 
them something of what she wants todo. “Our Father 
which art in heaven,” she says reverently, and then 
asks the six untutored minds before her to repeat the 
words after her. Probably no class of such children was 
ever known to do it on the instant. On the contrary, there 
will be a silence, and blank, unmeaning looks, instead of a 
response. Now the teacher’s work begins. She asks, “Do 
you know who our Father in heavenis?” Vacant looks, and 
curious examinations of the teacher’s dress or the new sur- 
roundings, show that no familiar chord has been struck. Do 
you say this is unnatural? An actual occurrence is referred 
to. Possibly some one may refer, in reply, to her father at 
home. Commencing with this, the teacher succeeds at 
length in leading those young minds to a dim understand- 
ing of another Father, even the heavenly. She may ask if 
their home fathers ever made anything. Yes; perhaps one 
makes coats, another shoes, another houses. Then she 
tells of the things our Father in heaven has made. The birds, 
and the trees for them to sleep in; the sky, the water, the 
bright sun, etc. A wise teacher will know how to do 
it, and will understand how difficult the task is in such a 
case. Butso much talk takes time, and before the chil- 
dren have gone farther, understandingly, than that first 
sentence, the time for this exercise is over. 

Suppose this work continued Sabbath after Sabbath until 
those six children have learned all of the Lord’s Prayer, 
and can recite it properly together as well as alone. The 
teacher, having won this victory, plans a new lesson for 
the ensuing Sabbath, when, on entering, she finds two or 





three new scholars who are just as dull and just as ignorant 














660 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XIX., No. 42. 








as the others were a few weeks before. Now what is to 
be done? She wants this prayer to be repeated in concert 
every Sabbath. She wants every child to understand it, 
and to learn to repeat it reverently. If she takes time 
to go over the ground thoroughly and patiently as she 
did before, what will the first six be doing or learn- 
ing meanwhile? Then other scholars will be constantly 
coming in, and this difficulty will be constantly recurring. 
Again, some of the new comers will be older, and more 
advanced, although not old enough fora higher department. 
In a day-school there is less of this difficulty, because all 
are expected to enter at stated times. The Sunday-school, 
being a voluntary system, must necessarily be less rigid in 
all its rules, and so labors under many disadvantages 
unknown to the secular schools of the week-days. 

With the accession of new and older scholars the teacher 
finds her position still more embarrassing. These have 
been to day-school and know something of study; they 
have acquired some habits of attention. Any one accus- 
tomed to teach beginners can see at a glance that these 
older children require a different style of training and 
teaching from the very youngest. In one brief hour how 
is one teacher to keep all these varied ages and capacities 
occupied, and properly teach each one? It is simply 
impossible for one to do it as well as several could. 
Arrange them in small classes according to their wants, 
and give each subdivision to a separate teacher, and their 
individual needs can be supplied; each can be taught just 
what it most requires, and in the way best suited to its case. 
Then, to obtain the benefit of members, have general exer- 
cises in which all can join. Gradually, as they progress, 
there will be more and more in which they can all unite, 
and the Bible story or International Lesson can be taught 
by their superintendent to them all at once. 

A successful and experienced teacher in a well-graded 
public school said recently, “One great mistake in our 
schools is too large classes in the Primary grades.” Said 
he, “I can teach eighty older scholars better and easier in 
one class than I can thirty of the smallest.” That is 
telling testimony, and refers to classes almost exclusively 
of one age. If this is true in teaching to read and spell, how 
can it be that the Bible can be taught better by wholesale? 
to whole rooms full at once, instead of to individuals? Are 
the Bible lessons so much less important that they should 
be taught so differently ? 

It cannot be. We have not given this subject sufficient 
attention; we have not placed sufficient value on the first 
Bible lessons; we have not duly considered the worth and 
importance of the youngest minds we are teaching in our 
Primary departments of the Sabbath school when we have 
crowded them all into one class, and given them but one 
teacher. A railroad conductor said to a Primary teacher : 
“T sent my little fellow of six years to Sunday-school, and 
they dumped him into a roomful of children with but one 
teacher for the whole lot. Don’t they know anything? I 
should think the older ones might be in large classes, for 
they know something; but those little shavers don’t know 
anything, and ought to be put into small classes,” 

As children grow older, their classes can be enlarged ; for 
they gradually acquire habits of study and attention that 
make them more and more self-reliant. Why not be as wise 
in religious training as in secular education? The children 
of this world are truly wiser than the children of light. 
Why not profit by their example ? 


ATLANTA’S WELCOME. 
BY W. G. WHIDBY. 


[PRESIDENT OF THE GEORGIA STATE SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION. } 


All who attend the session of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention, in Atlanta, next ‘April, may rest 
assured of a cordial and heart-warm welcome. The meet- 
ing is looked forward to with high anticipations. As an 
evidence that the people of this city are awake on this 
subject, I give you the Committee of Arrangements. 

On behalf of the Falton Sunday-school Association,—S. 
D. McConnell, G. T. Dodd, J. C. Kimball, 8. M. Inman, 
J. T. Pendleton; of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion —W. A. Haygood, W. R. Brown, 8. D. Cherry, C. D. 
Montgomery, 8. F. Parrott; of the City Council,—Alder- 
man O, H. Jones, Councilman C. K. Maddox, E. P. Cham- 
berlin, Dr. 8. Hape, J. W. English; of the Board of 
Trade,—T. L. Langston, W. M. Lowry, J. N. Dunn, H. A. 
Fuller, J. H. James. The committee have elected Gover- 
nor A. H. Colquitt, chairman. Colonel James E. Owens, 
proprietor of the Markham House, has tendered the use of 
his drawing-room to receive the delegates. 

The Rev. D. W. Gwin, pastor of the First Baptist 
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Athens, the finest body of delegates to this convention 
was elected that ever represented Georgia in any assem- 
bly. Among these are Governor A. H. Colquitt; Comp- 
troller-General W. L. Goldsmith; the Rev. Messrs. A. G. 
Haygood, 8. Boykin, T. C. Boykin; D. E. Butler, editor of 
the Christian Index; the Rev. Benjamin Johnson, of the 
Reformed Episcopal Church; General A. R. Lawton; the 
Rev. Joshua Knowles, who has been a Sunday-school 
worker for nearly sixty years; the Rev. H. H. Tucker, 
Chancellor of the State University, with leading and rep- 
resentative men from the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, and Christian churches. 

To show you the character of the weather about the 
time of the meeting, I give you a certified statement from 
the “Clerk of the Weather :” 


Atlanta, Ga., August 2, 1877. 
W. G. Wuippy. 

Dear Sir: The following is an extract from the record of me 
teorological observations of the Department of Agriculture at this 
piace, showing the range of the thermometer on the days named: 

2 P. M. 9Pp.M. Mean 


7#° 67 68° 
68 62 63 
78 "64 68 
69 61 63 
73 65 65 
The mean temperature for the entire month of April was 60.4°, 
The maximum was 82°, and the minimum 39°. 


Very respectfully, R. J. REDDING, 


Meteorological Observer.” 


Delegates can come to Atlanta by either the Kennesaw 
or the Air Line routes. The Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers, the Grand Lodge of Odd Fellows, and fifteen 
hundred excursionists from the Northwest, were lately 
brought here without difficulty. If delegates come by the 
Air Line they come via the Virginia Midland to Lynch- 
burg; thence to Danville and Atlanta, via Charlotte and 
Piedmont Air Line; or leave Washington for Richmond, 
via the Richmond, Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad, 
and thence to Atlanta via Charlotte. There will be only 
one change between New York and Atlanta,—possibly not 
any by April. Elegant Lucas sleepers run between At- 
lanta and Richmond. The fare from Atlanta to New York 
is $27.50 for limited and $32.50 for unlimited tickets. I 
am satisfied that the roads south will accept any terms 
for transporting delegates made by eastern roads. 

We hope to see full delegations from all parts of the 
United States, the Dominion, and Europe. Our hearts and 
our homes are open to you; our doors stand wide open; 
and our invitation is “come and welcome.” 

Atlanta, Ga., September, 1877. 


A SHOWER ON A DRY FIELD. 


[A LETTER FROM ASHFORD, CONN.]} 


BY THE REV. THERON BROWN. 


“T wish Mr. Bliss could come here. It seems as if he 
might do a great deal of good. Perhaps he wi// come if we 
write to him.” 

The remark was made to a venerable old man, the pastor 
of a church that had not felt a revival blessing for many 
years. The speaker was a boy, a grandson of one of the 
pastor’s near neighbors. The wish was a natural expres- 
sion of youthful Christian zeal, and simple faith, and per- 
sonal affection. Walter had spent the previous winter and 
spring with his uncle, Rev. J. P. Bixby of Norwood, Mass., 
and the plain and faithful words of Edward Bliss the 
evangelist, then laboring there, had led him to Christ. 
Full of his new love he had returned to his home in Ash- 
ford, among the hills of Windham County, Conn., and 
joined the church in which his lamented father had been 
a deacon. But the apathy of his fellow-members, the 
loss of the prayer and_conference meetings and social exer- 
cises of religion that had fed his soul, the lack of young 
Christian companionship, and the general spiritual dearth 
in the neighborhood and town, disturbed him, and raised 
in his mind the anxious question if nothing could be done 
to bring to Ashford the blessings he so much missed. The 
good pastor sympathized with Walter, and loved the boy 
the more for his zeal, having no heart to discourage a 
young convert’s enthusiasm, as the old too often do, by 
hinting that it is very apt to be “not according to 
knowledge,” and predicting how soon they will get over it. 
But, under the circumstances, he had little faith that 
special measures would be profitable. He mourned over 
the coldness of his people, and the low state of religicn in 
the place, but he distrusted the wisdom of sending for an 
evangelist. It seemed to him that the time was hardly 
ripe for such an expedient. How could a “ protracted 
meeting” be called together and maintained, in a thinly 


Church, has written a song dedicated to the International | settled agricultural town, in the summer ? 


Convention, which Messrs. Phillips & Crew will get out in 
sheet form. All who come will be furnished homes. 


He did not, however, say “no” when the suggestion 
was made—though it came from a boy. It might be, 


| that his young friend had to say about Mr. Bliss and the 
| success of his labors, his personal history as a reformed 
inebriate and a boundless debtor to the grace of God, his 
quiet, modest manner of work, his gift as a singer, and his 
| simple, direct, and effective way of talking to the heart and 
| conscience. He carried the matter to the mercy-seat, and 
was enabled to say, “ Lord, send by the hand of him whom 
thou wilt send.” He reviewed his preaching, and tried to 
remind himself of any little token of encouragement that 
had lately appeared, any instance of unusual attention, any 
| break in the long monotony of indifference. 

On the whole, he thought he saw in the past few months, 
as he recalled them, some evidences of increasing solemnity 
in his Sabbath audiences,—some evidence that a portion of 
his church devoutly remembered Zion, and prayed for the 
return of her better days. In the mean time the superin- 
| tendent of his Sunday-school, an intelligert farmer, had 
of his own motion, organized a series of “ praise-meetings ” 
to interest the young people of the congregation; and 
these continued to be held, sometimes in the conference- 
room, and sometimes in the grove near the superintend- 
ent’s house, the singers practicing the tunes in the revival 
collection of “Gospel Hymns.” This movement was an- 
other factor in the situation, whose use and result the aged 
pastor could not clearly see. The idea of praise-meetings 
he approved, but when they became a fact, he saw a char- 
acter of lightness, and even mirthful demeanor, sometimes, 
in the young assemblies, that troubled him, and moved 
him once or twice to remind them, in his gentle way, that 
the meetings were really redigious meetings. Really he 
had his misgivings whether they were not proving an 
amusement rather than a service. 

3ut the boy Walter was not idle. He was sure of the 
sympathy and help of his uncle in Norwood, who would 
have influence with Mr. Bliss. The sympathy in his own 
neighborhood was not extensive, but he did his best to 
rouse a feeling of prayerful expectation, and bespeak a 
welcome for the evangelist. So Mr. Bliss was written to, 
and consented to come to Ashford. Walter’s uncle, Mr. 
Bixby, drew up a form of announcement to be printed on 
the hand-bills, and sent it to the pastor for approval. He 
suggested a very few verbal changes, and returned it to 
Norwood to be printed. 

In due time the posters arrived; and then the good old 
pastor’s heart misgave him again. What great staring 
letters! Would it do to hang up all around town a notice of 
religious meetings headed with such big capitals? He could 
not possibly make it seem quite right. There was an 
incongruity in the thing somehow. In point of fact, there 
was nothing remarkable about the posters ; but the vener- 
able man, always jealous for the honor of religion and 
tender of its proprieties, had not become used to the prac- 
tice in modern gospel work of seizing the world’s methods 
to subsidize them toa sacred purpose, and crying aloud 
in type as well as from pulpit and platform. It was such 
an oddity to be nailing up advertisements of gospel ser- 
mons in five-line pica on the sign-posts and church-doors, 
and in the post-offices. He almost made up his mind not 
to put them up at all. But he yielded, as he had yielded 
before, half conscious that he was in a tide of events which 
his will must not oppose. The posters went far and wide, 
and did their work. Mr. Bliss came on the 12th of Au- 
gust, and met a large congregation. It was the season of 
ministerial vacations, and Mr. Bixby had arranged to be 
in Ashford and assist the evangelist. Together they 
labored and preached and prayed. The aged pastor, with 
all the vigor of his prime, threw himself into the work 
heart and hand, ably seconded by his wife, a lady of rare 
energy and Christian tact. ‘The Lord’s hand was in this 
man’s coming,” he began to say, when he saw the large 
and increasing attendance. Men and women, young and 
old, were there, from distances of three and even five miles. 
And the good man confessed “The Lord’s hand was in 
those great posters.” Two or three meetings were held 
before the chronic coldness of the people could be thawed 
away. Solemnity there was, but no manifest inquiry. 
But with wonder, Mr. Bliss remarked on the excellence of 
the singing: “They seemed to know all the Gospel 
Hymns, and took hold with a will.” And then the good 
| old pastor said, meekly, “The Lord’s hand was in those 
praise-meetings too.” His interest had become prophetic, 
| and he foresaw now, probably, with clearer hope than the 

evangelist himself. 
| On the third evening a man in middle life, who had 
_ been chastened by aflliction and had been groping after 
| God for more than a year in a poor blind way, strug- 
| gled to his feet, and told the desire of his heart, and 
, begged for the prayers of Christians. Then the ice was 
broken, From that time, at every meeting, new inquirers 
came forward anxiously seeking the Christian’s peace. 
The farmers finished their haying and came from far and 
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thirty drove to the hill with people from the Hollow, 
“Mt. Hope,” the distant “Knowlton district,” and the 
adjoining town of Eastford. The old meeting-house was 
filled to overflowing. At the close of Mr. Bliss’s stay of 
ten days, fifty gave evidence that they had accepted 
Christ, and passed from death unto life. The church was 
kindled to new vitality, and scoffers, hard drinkers, and 
Sabbath-breakers, were among those gathered into the fold. 

The venerable pastor, the Rev. Charles P. Grosyner, whose 
praise is in the churches, is blessed in his own heart, as 
well as in his field of labor, by this summer refreshing. 
A more blameless, gentle-tempered Christian than he does 
not live, 

‘‘ Among the mild and meek of men, 
Beyond the threescore years and ten.” 

It is good to see and hear him as he relates the story of 
the revival that has so cheered his closing days of toil,—so 
simply frank to tell where his own wisdom was at fault, so 
glad to recognize ‘‘the Lord’s hand,” so content to sink | 
himself from sight, and be nothing, that Christ may be all. 

The good work in Ashford is not ended. Other 
churches than that of Pastor Grosvner are being revived | 
and receiving accessions, and the unusual fervor evident | 
in the pulpits and prayer-meetings, and the unusual 
fidelity and zeal in looking after the waste places, give 
promise of a yet greater refreshing in the months to come. 

Ought I not to count in one more element in the instru- 
mental preparation for Ashford’s blessing? For several 
years the Christian churches of the town, uniting under 
the name of the Ashford Bible Society, have held an an- 
nual out-door meeting in the interest of Scripture defense 
and Scripture distribution; and it is significant that this 
meeting has always been held in the month of August, 
the month this year made memorable by victories of Bible 
truth. Certainly good pastor Grosyner would say, “ The 
Lord’s hand was in it all.” 

Norwood, Mass., September, 1877. 





SUNDAY SCHOOL WINTER QUARTERS. 
BY W. A, CANDLER, 


Just at this time many of the Sunday-schools in the 
rural districts are preparing to go into “ winter quarters.” 
Some remarks on the subject are perhaps not untimely. 

The Hessians were captured during the winter. The 
odds were against the Americans, and they felt that they 
did not have time to spend half the year indolently. 
Wherever they could strike a telling blow they felt that 
they must strike it, whether during the winter or summer, 
Some divisions of the Christian army, one would suppose, 
had a superfluity of time and no opposition. If such is 
the case, however, they stand in a much easier lot than 
did their chief. 

One day the Saviour said to the Jews, “Pray that your 
flight be not in winter,” referring to their flight from 
Jerusalem during the siege. The injunction is not ill 
suited to some Christians of to-day as regards their flight 
from the earth. During the whole winter they are sin- 
fully idle. They close up the Sunday-school as if they 
had arranged an armistice with Satan. If a single man 
has begun to have confidence in the idea of a cessation of 
hostilities, he had best be “up and doing.” The Prince of 
Darkness will not keep truce. He does his best fighting 
in winter. If we are going to have dikes around our 
country to prevent its submersion by the waters of sin, 
instead of tearing them down, we ought rather to build 
them higher when the tide rises highest. If the Sunday- 
school is one part of the embankment, it ought to be kept 
up as well as the other parts. 

The same reasons that send the Sunday-schools into 
“winter quarters” would close the churches against 
preaching during the winter. To some people the churches 
are closed during half the year. Their religion is not 
much like the tree of life that “yielded her fruit every 
month,” and whose “leaves were for the healing of the 
nations.” If the nations are never healed until the leaves 





|it is necessary in the winter. 





of these persons heal them, the millennium is an eternity 
away. ‘Their religion seems to be a kind of mysterious | 
essence that goes up and down with the sap, and their 
leaf, unlike that of the Psalmist’s godly man, is frequently 
withered. 

They would regard it as an intolerable affliction to go 
about barefooted during the winter, or to see their chil- 
dren do so. But spiritually they and their offspring for 
four months are strangers to the evangelical shoes,—“ a | 
preparation of the gospel of peace,”—or else have some | 
half-worn apparatus left over from the summer, and go 
about with their toes saluting the Jack Frost andsupplying | 
the place of a thermometer. They complain of being | 
“cold,” until, almost accidentally, they are warmed up by | 
the friction of some revival machinery. 

If our churches are uncomfortable, put stoves in them. | 


| academy. 


Stoves are a means of grace. If the building is too dilapi- 
dated to be heated by a stove, build a new one. If you 


| are not able to build a new one, it is a providential indi- 


cation that it is your duty to repair the old one. 

When we get as anxious to cause the light of the gospel 
to shine as we were last year about torchlight proces- 
sions, we will not stop for heat or cold. We burned our 
hands with hot pitch to make a display for Tilden or 
Hayes. Surely we can afford to freeze them a little for 
Christ. Until the winters get eold enough to stop the 
raging of sin and the ravages of death, they ought not to 
ve able to paralyze Christian zeal. The frost stopped the 
yellow fever in Savannah, but it did not cure depravity, 
and the Christians are working there still. 

If an agency of the church is necessary in the summer, 
If the Sunday-school is 
necessary when the flowers are blooming, it is needed when 
the snows are falling. Paul healed the sickness of Pub- 
lius in November, when he was shipwrecked on the island 
of Melita. Bring the little ones to the Healer of souls, 
though you are shipwrecked in finances, and suffer cold. 
Draw inspiration from him, who, having not where to lay 
his head, said, “ Suffer little children to come unto me.” 

Watrinsville, Ga. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


en 


CHARLIE’S PUZZLE. 


BY MARGARET E, SANGSTER,. 








There it was, as plain as print could make it, the text 
from which the stranger minister preached that Sunday 
morning in October. Charlie Thorne had gone to church, 
a thing he did not always do, for, unfortunately, his father 
and mother went only occasionally, and they let their little 
son follow his own inclinations. His Sunday-school teacher, 
however, had recently asked his class to sit with him in his 
pew, and quite a number of the boys had accepted the in- 
vitation, and were to be found at their place in the middle 
aisle, behaving like young gentlemen, every Sunday. The 
pastor liked to see their bright faces and eager eyes, and he 
always tried, somewhere in his sermon, to say a special 
word for those listeners to hear. 

The stranger minister had not directed any part of his 
sermon specially to the boys, yet they had been quite as 
sure it was meant for them as the older folks had been on 
their part. He was a tall, elderly man, with a soldierly 
bearing, and a kind face, lighted by blue eyes. He spoke 
with a very German accent, and when he read the Bible, 
he seemed to be sure thatevery single word wastrue. When 
he came to the verse which he said God had directed him to 
take for that day, the little fellows, though they must have 
heard it before, were quite struck with the thought it con- 
tained. It wasin Romans, 8th chapter and 28th verse: 
“ And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” 

Things had been going very crookedly at the Thorne’s 
house lately. Even Charlie could see that. His father 
looked worried and troubled, and was often very cross 
indeed, “almost ready to bite your head off, if you speak 
to him,” as the boy complained to his sister Sara. He was 
not one bit like the jolly father who used to come into the 
dining-room in the evening, and have a frolic with his 
children, before they settled down with slates and maps, at 
the large table, for their hour of study. Mother, too, looked 
sad, and cried a good deal. Elsie and Fanny had stopped 
taking music-lessons, and Sara was trying to teach them, 
instead of the Professor, while the last and most annoying 
thing of all had occurred on Saturday. The horses and 
carriage had been sent away to be sold, including the pony, 
which belonged to the boys; and, as though this had not 
been enough, Mr. Thorne had said to Charlie and Ned : 

“You boys must make the most of this term at the 
You'll have to attend the public school after 
Christ mas.” 

“Father has had heavy losses,” Sara explained. “He 
may have to give up his business and be a clerk 


| himself, and mother thinks that we'll be obliged to move 


out of this house into a smaller one on some quiet little 
street.” 

Charlie thought of it in church, “All things work to- 
gether for good,” he said to himself. “They are working 
together for bad, in our family, I think; there never was a 
fellow so unfortunate as 1; and my pony is gone, and very 
likely some Irishman will get him, who will beat him, poor 
Don, and never give him any sugar to eat; and I’ll have 
to go to school with all the North Side boys, and life is 
dreadful, dreadful!” 

You understand that he did not say this aloud, because 





it was in church, and the minister was preaching. He just 
kept thinking it over, a kind of accompaniment, such as 
the piano can make to a song, while the, good German 
preacher, kept on talking. 

“To them that love God—” 

“T wonder,” thought Charlie, “if we belong to them.” 


Now the fact was that though he was twelve years old, 
going on thirteen, this was the first time that any wonder of 
this kind had ever entered Charlie's head. If you had asked 
him whether or not he loved God, he would have answered, 
“Why, certainly,” and he had supposed that his mother 
and father, and the whole family, were of those who loved 
God. Yet now that he began to consider it, he remembered 
that they never prayed together in his home, as they did 
at Grandpa Carter's; that they never asked a blessing on 
their food ; and that they never said their prayers in the 
morning, though he and Ned generally knelt down, and 
rattled off “Our Father” and “Now I lay me” before they 
went to sleep at night. His own good sense showed him 
very plainly that this was not the way to treat a dear 
Father and Friend whom they loved. 

“All things do not work together for good for us,” 
went on the whisper in the busy little brain, “ because we 
do not love God.” 

By this time, the man who was preaching had gotten 
to another part of his discourse. He was reading another 
verse, and the boys, who did precisely what they observed 
their good Sunday-school teacher do, found the places in 
their Bibles, and followed the reading with their own 
eyes. Charlie Thorne, too, as if he had never heard it 
before, read and listened to this sweet and true and grand 
text, Romans 8:32: “He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?” 

The few sentences in which the sermon was summed 
up spoke of the great love of God the father, who was 
willing, for enemies like us, to spare the very dearest 
thing he had, his only Son. 

While Charlie listened, he became very glad and very 
sorry. Very glad, because he saw, all at once, that he 
was a child of God, a brother of the dear Saviour who died 
on the cross; and very sorry because, in all his life, he had 
never loved him, nor praised him, nor done anything but 
forget all about him. You may think it strange that so 
much could happen to him in so short a time, but it is 
perfectly true. Charlie Thorne walked out of church a 
Christian boy. He had gone there thoughtless. He left 
and went home, believing with his whole heart on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Such a change may take place with 
you, if you choose, in a moment. 

When he reached the house, dinner was ready, and 
everybody had taken his or her usual seat. They were 
waiting for Charlie. He came in, hesitated a moment, 
and then said, and it was a brave thing to say: 

“Father, I’ve heard something this morning which 
makes me feel that we all ought to be different here. 
Won’t you please ask a blessing before we begin?” 

His father for a moment looked vexed. Ned pursed 
up his mouth and gave a sort of silent whistle. Sara 
seemed gently surprised. The others stared. Tears gath- 
ered in the mother’s eyes. She feared lest a harsh reproof 
should fall on her boy. But the father only said: 

“ Ask one yourseil, Charlie, if you want to.” 

The little fellow did not stop or stammer. 
quite simply, but reverently, 

“Dear Lord Jesus, please let all things work together 
for good to us and make us, all to love thee. Amen.” 


He said 


From that hour a great change came over the Thornes. 
Father and mother had been wandering from the fold of 
God, The one had been full of business and the other full 
of care, and they had lost the habit of going to the Throne 
of divine grace. But Charlie’s words brought them toa 
better mind. The business had to be given up, and Mr. 
Thorne became a poor clerk. They moved out of the big, 
beautiful house, into a little narrow one,\in an obscure 
street. The girls could not have new dresses, and the 
boys had to leave the academy. But, somehow, they did 
not mind it. God took away these outside things, but he 
| gave them something so very much better that they were 
happy and peaceful once more. The father came home at 
night with a smile. The mother was gay and merry. The 
sister was sweeter than ever. The love of the Lord was 
in the house, and it made every meal a feast. Night and 
morning they met together to pray and praise; and, 
though trials and troubles were sent, they all felt that 
He who ordered them was wise, and would bring them 
through, and receive them to himself at last. Charlie’s 
puzzle was made clear as daylight, for he saw that when 
things were seeming most wrong, they were really all 
right and working together for good, since they had 








learned the dear lesson of love and trust, 
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LESSON HELPS. 


_- OS 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON OALENDAR. 


STUDIES IN THE ACTS. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1877.] 
Oct, 21.—Paul and the Bigoted Jews................ Acts 21: 17-30 
Oct, 28.—Paul before the Council Acts 23: 1-11 


8. 

4. 

6. Nov. 4.—Paul before Felix......___- Acts 24: 10-25 
6. Nov. 11—Paul before Agrippa. Acts 26: 6-20 
7 
s 
9 











Nov, 18,—Almost Persuaded Acts 26 : 21-29 
Nov. 25.—Paul in the Storm Acts 27: 14-26 
Acts 27: 33-44 
Acts 28: 1-10 
Acts 28 : 16-31 
2 Tim. 4: 1-8 








. Dee, 2.—The Deliverance. 
10, Dec. 9.—Paul in Melita. 
ll, Dec, 16.—Paul at Rome 
12. Dec. 23.—Paul’s Last Words 
13. Dec. 30.—Review. 














LESSON 5, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1877. 
Title: PAUL BEFORE FELILX. 


GOLDEN TEXT: AND AS HE REASONED OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, TEMPER- 
ANCE, AND JUDGMENT TO CoME, FeLIx TREMBLED.—Acts 24: 25. 


Lesson Topic: Answering for One's Se’f. 


fl. Always Faithful, v. 10-21. 
(2. Still Unready, v. 22-25, 
HOME READINGS, 
Monday, Oct. 20: Acts 24; 10.25, 
Tuesday, Oct. 30 Luke 15: 11-24. Coming to one’s self, 
Wednesday, Oct. 31: Mark 8: 34-38, 
Thursday, Nov. 1: Rom. 14: 1-8, 
Friday, Nov, 2: 2 Cor. 13: 1-14. 
Saturday, Nov. 3: Rom. 15: 1-13. Pleasing one’s self. 
Sunday, Nov. 4: Luke 16: 1-12, Judged for one’s self. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Acts 24: 10-25,] 

10. Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned unto him 
to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of 
many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully 
answer for myself: 

11. Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but 
twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. 

12. And they neither found me in the temple disputing with 
any man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, 
nor in the city: 

13. Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse 
me, 

14. But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they 
call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the law and in the prophets: 

15. And have hope toward God, which they themselves also 


allow, that there shali be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust. 


Outline : 


Answering for one’s self. 


Denying one’s self. 
Living to one’s self. 
Examining one’s self, 


16. And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward men. 

17. Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, 
and offerings. 

18. Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the 
temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult. 

19. Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they 
bad aught against me. 

20. Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil 
doing in me, while I stood before the council. 

21. Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among 
them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question 
by you this day. 

22. And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect 
knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias 
the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of 
your matter. 

23. And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and to let 
him have liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaint- 
ance to minister or come unto him, . 

24. And alter certain days, when Felix came with his wife 
Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him con- 
cerning the faith in Christ. 

25. And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judg- 
ment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this 
time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


A judge of this nation, If one man sin against 
1 Sam, 2: 25, 
Luke 12: 14. There was 
in a city a judge, which feared not God, neither regarded man 
Luke 18; 2. If it be a question of words and names, and of 
your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such matéers 
Acts 18: 15 

v.13. Neither can they prove the things. And 
when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem 
stood round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against 
Paul, which they could not prove. Acts 25: 7 Having a good 
conscience ; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evil doers, 
they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation 
in Christ. 1 Pet. 3: 16, 


Vv. 10, 
another, the judge shall judge him. 








Who made 
me a judge, or a divider over you? 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





v.14. This I confess.—I will speak of thy testimonies 
also before kings, and will not be ashamed, Psa. 119: 46. 
Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I con- 
fess also before my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 10: 32. 

The God of my fathers. And God said moreover unto 
Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, The Lord 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
O Lord 
1 Chron. 29: 18, 
I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure 

conscience, 2 Tim. 1: 3. 

In the law and in the prophets. 
| the prophets. Matt. 7: 12——On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. Matt. 22: 40. The law and the 
Luke 16: 16 They have Moses 
hear them. Luke 16: 29.—We 








the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto yon. Ex 3: 15. 





God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers. 








This is the law and 











prophets were until John. 
and the prophets; let them 


have found him, of whom Moses in the Jaw, and the prophets, did 
write. John1: 45. 
V.15. There shall be a resurrection.—For I know 


that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day 
and though after my skin worms shall destroy this 
body yet in my flesh shall I see Gud. Job 19: 25, 26 And 
many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 


upon the earth 





Dan. 12: 2.——The hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. Jobn 5: 28, 29. 
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept. 1 Cor. 15: 20, Who shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body. 
Phil, 3: 21. 

¥.16. A conscience,——\\ hich shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness. 


> 
tom. 2: 








15.——I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
Rom, 9: 1. For 
our rejvicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, we have had 
our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward. 
2 Cor. 1: 12 Commending ourselves to every man’s conscience 
in the sight of God. 2 Cor. 4: 2 Having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience. Heb. 10: 22. For this is thankworthy, 
if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrong- 
fully. 1 Pet. 2: 19. 

v.17. To bring alms unto my nation. But now I 
go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints. For it hath pleased 
them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for 
the poor saints which are at Jerusalem. 





also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost. 














Rom. 15: 25, 26. Now 
concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to 
the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first day of the 
week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath pros- 





16: 1, 2, 

V.24. He sent for Paul, For Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a just man and a holy, and observed him; 
and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly, 
Mark 6: 20 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and 
could not for the press, because he was little of stature. Luke 
19: 3. Aud when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad : for 
he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard 
many things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle 
done by him. Luke 23: 8. 

The faith in Christ. 
fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ. 
Gal. 2: 16.—— Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God. 1 John 5: 1 

















Here are they that keep the command- 
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus. Rev. 14: 12 

V.25. He reasoned.— Now therefore stand still, that I 
may reason with you before the Lorp of all the righteous acts of 
the Lorp, which he did to you and to your fathers. 1Sam. 12: 7, 
Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lorp: though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall beas wool, Isa.1: 18. 
your cause, saith the Lorn; bring forth your strong reasons, saith 
the king of Jacob. Isa. 41: 21. 

When I have a convenient season. Give not sleep 
to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. Deliver thyself as a 
roe from the hand of the hunter, and as a bird from the hand of the 
fowler. Prov, 6: 4, 5. Seek ye the Lorp while he may be 
found, call ye upon him while he is near. Isa. 55: 6. This 
people say, The time is not come, the time that the Lorp’s house 
should be built. Hag. 1: 2 
tion. 2 Cor. 6: 2- 
Jas. 4: 14, 




















Behold, now is the day of salva- 





Ye know not what shall be on the morrow. 


INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 





| the Lord Jesus having appeared and spoken words of cheer to 
| him (chap. 23: 11), Some of the more reckless Jews, defeated 
| in their purpose to kill Paul, planned his assassination. 
| They therefore arranged that on the next day Paul should 
be brought down to the council, as if for some further inquiry. 
| On the way the assassins were to fall upon and slay him. 
| This plot was discovered, however, by Paul's nephew, who 
| informed Paul and Lysias of the scheme. To avoid this peril, 
Lysias sent Paul under a strong guard to Cesarea, wher¢ 
| Felix, the governor, resided (chap. 23: 12-35). 
Five days after Paul’s arrival at Cesarea, the high-priest 
Ananias, with certain elders, and a counsellor named Ter- 








| 


| 





| 
| 


pered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 1 Cor. | Ver the 





(Vol. XIX., No. 42. 


Tertullus charged Paul with sedition and sacrilege (v. 1-9). 
The lesson now in hand gives Paul’s reply to these charges, 
and tells of its effect on Felix. 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 


REVISED TRANSLATION. 

(10.) And upon the governor’s beckoning unto him to 
speak, Paul answered, Since I know that for many years 
thou hast been a judge for this nation, I with good heart 
make my plea concerning myself, (11.) since it is in thy 
power to ascertain that it is not more than twelve days since 
the day that I went up to Jerusalem to worship: (12.) and 
neither in the temple did they find me disputing with any 
one, or making a gathering of a crowd, nor in the synagogues, 
nor in the city; (13.) nor are they able to establish before 
thee the things of which they now accuse me. (14.) But this 
I acknowledge unto thee, that after the way [of belief] which 
they call a sect, so do I worship the God of my fathers, 
believing all the things which are according to the Law, and 
which are written in the Prophets: (15.) having a hope 
toward God, which those men themselves also are looking for, 
that there is to be a resurrection both of the just and the 
unjust. (16.) In this I also myself strive earnestly to main- 
tain continually a conscience void of offense toward God and 
toward man. (17.) And after an interval of several years I 
came to bring alms to my nation, and offerings ; (18.) amidst 
which [offerings] they found me, having purified myself in 
the temple, not with a crowd nor with a tumult, but [there 
were] certain Jews from Asia, (19.) who ought to have been 
here before thee, and make accusation whatever they could 
against me. (20.) Or, let these men themselves say what 
wrong-doing they found, as I stood before the Sanhedrim. 
(21.) Except it be for this one utterance that I cried out as I 
stood among them, Concerning the resurrection of the dead I 
am to-day put on trial before you. (22.) But Felix put them 
off, having more exact knowledge concerning the way, say- 
ing, When Lysias, the chief captain, shall have come down, I 
will decide fully your case, (23.) giving order to the centurion 
that he should be kept, and should have indulgence, and that 
he should hinder none of his friends from munistering to 
him. (24.) But after certain days Felix coming with Drusilla, 
his own wife, who was a Jewess, sent for Paul, and heard 
aim concerning the faith in Christ Jesus: (25.) and while 
he was discoursing concerning righteousness, and. continence, 
and the coming judgment, Felix, becoming terrified, answered, 
present depart, and when I find a fitting season I 
will call for thee. 

NOTES. 

Verse 10.—The governor. Felix, who had become procura- 
tor probably in A. D. 52, and had thus held his office about 
seven years, besides having previously been for some years 
of great influence in Samaria; his opportunities had thus 
been very considerable for knowing the facts regarding 
Christianity. His government was rather a long one (‘many 
years”) for those turbulent and changeful times. Luke 


Knowing that a man is not justi- | speaks at v. 22 of his somewhat thorough knowledge of the 


new sect.— With good heart: cheerfully, courageously, with a 


| confidence of being correctly judged such as he could not have 


| 


| 


| dently before him. 


| 


had before one of less judicial experience, and less acquainted 
with the probable merits of the case. The apostle here, as 
before the Athenian Areopagus (chap. 17: 22, 23), and subse- 
quently before Agrippa (chap. 26: 2, 3), displays that court- 
liness of manner which never forsakes him, and which 
characterizes the true reformer. When experiencing wanton 


_ outrage at the hands of the high-priest in the Sanhedrim, it was 
Produce | different matter. As God’s prophet he administers God's 


rebuke. The personal character of Felix (who was an eman- 
cipated slave or freedman of the emperor Claudius, and who 
was licentious, avaricious, and cruel) does not here come 
under the apostle’s consideration. In his public administra- 


| tion he had shown much energy in putting down insurgent 


zealots. 


Verse 11.—Since it is in thy power to ascertain: this is an 
additional reason why Paul appears cheerfully and confi- 
The governor, well acquainted with 
affairs, can be easily put im possession of the precise facts of 
the case, and can thus understand how short is the time 


| since Paul went up to Jerusalem, and precisely what he had 


The last lesson closed with Paul in the castle of Antonia, | 


been doing during that time. The whole matter lies in a 
very narrow compass. The twelve days are variously made 
out, but need occasion no difficulty. The time is quite suffi- 
cient, and sees not unduly long for the events comprised 
within them. The best arrangement, perhaps, is as follows: 
(1) the day of the arrival in Jerusalem ; (2) meeting with 
James; (3) the assumption of the vow; (4, 5, 6, 7) its con- 
tinuance, which was to be for seven days, but was inter- 
rupted on the fifth; (8) Paul before the Sanhedrim ; (9, 10, 
11, 12,13) Jewish conspiracy, and nightly journey to Cesarea, 


| the last of these days being that on which Paul is speaking. 


I went up to worship : incidental point in the defense, showing 


the peaceful purpose of the visit to Jerusalem. A pious Jew 





October 20, 1877.] 


could scarcely go to Jerusalem without purposing to worship 
in the temple; and the temple was probably fully as sacred 
to Christian Jews as to the adherents of Judaism. 


Verse 12.—Paul declares his absolute innocence of anything 
that could properly excite tumult.—Disputing: holding dis- 
cussions,—a thing innocent enough in itself; but even this 
could not be charged upon him.— Synagogues: of which Jeru- 
salem had many.—Zn (or, throughout) the city : its streets and 
public places. 

Verse 13.—Shows in its broad and sweeping statement how 
circumspect and upright had been his conduct. 

Verse 14.—The apostle passes from the negative to the 
positive side of his defense. He had excited no sedition, but 
is ready to acknowjedge (better than “ confess ;” as much as to 
say, “ This I agree to’) his Christian character. Of the tes- 
timony of Christ he is not ashamed.— Way (manner of belief 
and worship), which they reproachfully call sect (referring 
back to v. 5). The word is not like our word “heresy ” 
necessarily ef bad meaning. It denotes “ 
“choice; ” hence “ thing chosen,” or “ 
choosing,” or “* 


choosing ” or 
doctrine,” and “party 
The meaning “ heresy ” wrong in itself. 
(as never found in the New Testament.) is further objection- 
able as hiding Paul's allusion to the language of the accusa- 
tion “the sect of the Nazarenes” (v. 5). 


‘iia 
sect. 


“A man that is a 
heretic” (Titus 3: 10) is properly a man given to his choices, 
stirring up divisions, factions.—So : in the way thus indicated; 
it does not refer to the following, “ believing.’— The God of 
our fathers : Paul's heart sympathizes thoroughly with true 
Judaism. His “ way” differs from that of many of his coun- 
trymen, but he has not swerved from the essence of his 
people’s faith. He, like them, worships the God of his and 
their fathers. The epithet declares the oneness of their essen- 
tial faith — Believing: nor does the difference of the ‘“ way” 
require his rejection of any teachings of the Jewish Scriptures. 
He maintains his essential orthodoxy. He could rightfally 
maintain it, for the Christ whom he preached was the burden 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. His unbelieving country- 
men were the real sectaries. They, not he, had abandoned 
the true “ way.” 


Verse 16.— Having a hope : that is, of a resurrection of the 
Cead, and future blessedness in Christ — Zoward God : that is, in 
relation to God, which directs itself toward him, and rests on 
his promise and power.— Which: refers to “ hope,” but here 
means concretely, “the thing hoped for,” to wit, the resur- 
rection. This the Sadducees, indeed, denied, but the ortho- 
dox part of the Jewish nation believed in. That they had 
evolved this doctrine, no doubt held with some errors and 
but imperfectly comprehended out of the Old Testament, is 
clear: see note to Acts 23 : 6, also Heb. 11: 35. The apostle 
connected this resurrection immediately with the resurrection 
of Christ, as its ground, and proof, and pledge, and standing 
with his countrymen on this common ground, could appeal 
to the great truth which they held in common. He, indeed, 
held it in a far more enlightened spirit, and with far better 
reasons than they. 

Verse 16.—Jn this: perhaps equivalent to for this reason, 
therefore: under all these considerations.—TI myself also: as 
well as other professors of the later faith. —~Strive earnestly : 
literally, exercise myself, as if with the zeal and labor of a 
gymnast.— Void of offense: partly passive, “not made to 
stumble,” and thus blameless: and partly, perhaps, active, 
“not a cause of stumbling to others.” The apostle asserts in 
all this his Christian hope and living; his general and uni- 
form purity and integrity. 

Verse 17.—He now proceeds to the special occasion that 
called him to Jerusalem, and originated the present accusa- 
tion.— At an interval of several years: about four years since 
his last visit to Jerusalem in A. D. 54 or 55. It was now 
A, D. 58 or 59.—To bring alms: from the churches of Mace- 
donia and Achaia for the poor saints of Jerusalem: see Rom. 
15: 25, 26; 1 Cor. 16: 1-4.—Offerings: probably those con- 
nected with his Nazaritic vow, and which he had not pur- 
posed until after his arrival at Jerusalem. The purpose of 
his coming was the alms: the offerings were an incidental 
result. 


Verse 18.—In which: in which offerings.— They found me 


—purified: under my Nazaritic vow; see chap. 21: 24. The 
“they” are the “ Jews from Asia” (chap. 21: 27). 
Verse 19— Who: namely, those Jews from Asia. They, 


the originators of the charge (chap. 21 : 27, 28), ought to be 
here to substantiate it. 


Verse 20.—Or, since they are not here, Jet these men them- 
selves, pointing to the members of the Sanhedrim that were 
present.— What wrong-doing they found, either that I had 
committed or then committed. The high council of the 
nation had an opportunity to examine into my conduct. 
Let them testify as to the results of the inquisition. 


Verse 21.—Except for this one utterance: the scene is 
still fresh in the memory of Paul; he remembers his exclama- 
tion and the tumult which it introduced into the body. But 
the fact and mode of alluding to it show his consciousness of 
right motives, and his conviction of the entire propriety of 
his proceeding. He had appealed to his enemies against 
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themselves; as it were “from Philip drunk to Philip sober ;” 
from the skeptical, scoffing Sadducee to the, at least in belief, 
sounder Pharisee, and to the exalted hopes of the Jewish 
nation which he knew had their sole ground and hope of 
fulfillment in the crucified and risen Jesus whom he preached 
His reference to this is decisive proof that his language to 
the chief priest he did not deem censurable. If he had 
rebuked the high-priest in intemperate wrath, he could not 
thus have challenged testimony as to his conduct before the 
Sanhedrim. 


Verse 22.—Put them off: both parties he deferred to a 
future hearing —Having more exact knowledge: not more 
than the accusers, nor more than he had had before; but, as 
we say, ‘‘ having rather exact knowledge,” “ being somewhat 
accurately acquainted with,” etc. Felix, clearly, knew 
enough of Christianity and its adherents to see that the 
charges against Paul were substantially groundless and mali- 
cious; hence he would not condemn Paul. On the other 
hand, unwilling to offend the Jews, he found a pretext for 
postponing the decision, namely, until the coming down of 
Lysias the tribune. In his own judgment he had already 
acquitted the apostle. This is shown by his conduct in direct- 
ing (v. 23) that he be kept in custody indeed, but have indul- 
gence (remission, relaxation, respiie, deliverance from the 
persecution of his enemies), and enjoy the unobstructed minis- 
tration of his Christian friends. His judgment and con- 
science were clearly with Paul; he kept him prisoner on 
account of the Jews. 


Verse 24.—Cuming . not to Cesarea (for he was there already, 
but to the audience-chamber: the word would be more 
exactly rendered, presenting himself—Drusilla: a younger 
daughter of Agrippa L., sister of Agrippa II., married to 
Azizus, king of the Emesenes, but persuaded by Felix, pro- 
curator of Judea, (who was captivated by her beauty,) into 
deserting her husband and marrying himself. She, along 
with her son by Felix, peristed in the eruption of Mt. Vesu- 
vius in A. D, 79.—A Jewess: and probably still adhering to 
Judaism ; it was probably at her wish that Felix gave this 
informal audience to Paul. 


Verse 25.—Discoursed : not strictly reasoned.—Righteous- 
ness: or justice, with which virtue the character of Felix 
stood in flagrant contrast. He was given to every crime — 
Continence: self-control, especially, probably, chastity. By 
the side of Felix sat an adulteress. The discourse of Paul 
was equally pertinent, bold, and faithful—A coming judg- 
ment: was the natural climax of the discourse, and reached 
the conscience of Felix; he became terr:fied, filled with terror, 
and probably in haste broke off the interview. Disguising, 
however, his fears (it is not said that he “trembled,” but 
only that he was “afraid’’), he remitted him to a more favor- 
able occasion.— A fitteng season: or simply, an occasion, an 
opportunity: he pretends to put him off for lack of present 
leisure. His conscience was stirred, and probably that of 
his wife still more; for Felix himself had frequent subse- 
quent interviews with Paul, and it would seem that a long 
course of rapacity and licentiousness and injustice had pretty 
thoroughly hardened him against the powerful appeals of 
the apostle. He had the subsequent “occasions,” but does 
not seein to have profited by them. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


Verses 10-13.—The council at Jerusalem had broken up in 
confusion. Pharisees and Sadducees strove together respect- 
ing Paul, who was in danger of being “ pulled in pieces of 
them.” He was rescued by the chief captain; but the next 
day, some of the more violent of the Jews, who were resolved 
not to mirs their prey, bound themselves by an oath to 
slay him. The council was to demand another trial of the 
prisoner, who was to be assassinated on his way to the court. 
This conspiracy was revealed to the chief captain, who, to 
secure the safety of the prisoner, sent him under a strong 
escort to Cesarea, the abode of Felix, the governor of the 
province. After a few days, Ananias, the high-priest, with 
the elders and a noted counsel, Tertullus, went to Cesarea to 
bring before Felix their charges against Paul. Tertullus 
charged him with being a mover of sedition, a ringleader of 
the sect of the Nazarenes, and a profaner of the temple. He, 
moreover, complained that Lysias, the chief captain, had 
violently interposed to prevent their carrying out their law 
in his punishment. Paul denied the charge, challenging his 
He expressed courteously his confidence 
in pleading before one whose personal knowledge of Jewish 
customs would enable him better to understand how it was 
Paul had been present at that time at Jerusalem—it being 
the feast. Paul gloried in being a Nazarene; but as to sedi- 
tion he asserted that his accusers could not prove their charge. 
We should so live that they who hate the gospel may have 
nothing worse to prove against us than that we belong to the 
Nazarenes. We may be exposed to malicious accusations, 
but let us give no ground for them. Let us boldly acknowl- 
edge that we belong to Christ, if this be a fault; but as te 


accusers to prove it. 
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other charges let us be able to say, ‘ Neither can they prove 
the things whereof they now accuse me.” 


Verse 14.—The charge of heresy has often been brought 
against the servants of God, not only by avowed foes of 
religion, but by its friends. When God is worshiped in some 
manner different from that adopted by the majority, or by 
those in authority, or who arrogate to themselves the exclu- 
sive possession of the truth, “heretic” is a term of oppro- 
brium easily employed, and calculated to excite prejudice and 
odium. In the cause of orthodoxy, cruel laws have been 
passed and abominable cruelties have been inflicted. The 
history of Rome is full of the persecution of “ heretics.” 
Christianity was heresy to the Jew, Protestantism to the 
Romanist, and so among different sections of Protestants. 
Let us learn to combine reverent love of what we hold to be 
truth, with candor and kindness towards others who, equally 
conscientious, may worship the same God of our fathers, in 
some other form. And if our own views of truth and methods 
of worship are called heresy by others, let us not be ashamed. 
Only let us, like Paul, reverence the authority of God's word. 
Let us “ believe all things which are written in the law and 
the prophets,” and let us worship the God of our fathers not 
so as to conform to worldly fashion and promote our ease by 
careless agreement with others, but with enlightened con- 
-cience and prayer for divine teaching: then let us not be 
ashamed though the way we take be one which others call 
heresy. Milton says, “ A man may be a heretic in the truth ;” 
for if he believes only what his priest, or his church, or his 
patrons, or society approve, his mind and heart do not really 
accept what his lips affirm. It is better with earnest upright- 
ness to seek to know the truth, though we be regarded in 
error, than to be praised for an orthodoxy which has cost us 
no trouble of investigation, and which is only a cuckoo cry. 

Verse 15.—Paul went on to assert that, in addition to 
believing the same Scriptures with the Jews, and worshiping 
the same Ciod of his fathers, he cherished the hope which the 
greater part of them also cherished, and which they all 
allowed as not incompatible with their law,—that there would 
be a resurrection both of “ the just and the unjust.” They have 
reason to fear it, who live and die in sin. 
when wedie. ‘ After death the judgment.” Then God “ will 
judge the secrets of men.” If our sins are unforgiven, our 
hearts unchanged, we cannot cherish “hope toward God.” 
The resurrection which awaits all will be to some a day of 
joy ; to others, of woe. It is sad to have no hope of a better 
life than this. But we can have no hope if we have no God. 
Paul’s was “ hope toward God,” because relying on his mercy 
and doing his will. 


All is not over 


Verse 16,—What a noble principle of life was affirmed by 
the prisoner! Let the young adopt it; act on it from their 
earliest years. Let those who have advanced in life without 
it feel it is not too late to make it their daily guide hence- 
forth. Consider: 

1. A “conscience void of offense”—free from deliberate 
purpose of wrong-doing—a sense of meaning right and being 
right. Some make gain their objegt, or fame, or pleasure ; 
and in pursuit of it will use all means, right or wrong, They 
increase their substance, but injure themselves. What a man 
has is very different to what a man is. Surely we should 
care more for ourselves than for our things. A man’s con- 
science is himself. If this is defiled, blunted, burdened, how 
poor a compensation is the possession of all else! 

2. “ Toward God.” It was more than a general feeling of 
self satisfaction. The conscience was brought to the light of 
God. What are the thoughts of God? It matters little what 
is the opinion of our fellow-men. Some people's conscience 
is governed only by the sentiments of society, and if they do 
nothing which society condemns they think they have a 
good conscience. But we must seek to have our conscience 
ruled by the will and approval of Him who sees the heart. 

3. “Toward men.” This is included in a good conscience 
toward God, because his will includes all our duties. But 
there are some who have supposed they were well pleasing 
to God when performing what are called religious duties, and 
satisfied respecting their creed, orthodoxy, and worship have 
neglected the varied moralities of this hfe. A good con- 
science toward men is one which is free from any deliberate 
purpose to be unjust, unkind, untrue; which is diligent in 
discharging every relative duty, which promptly amends a 
fault, redresses a wrong, makes good an injury, which feels 
that no one can justly bring a charge against us of doing him 
a Wrong, withholding a right, or neglecting a kindness, 

4, “Always.” Such a conscience is not to be occasional 
with us, so that for a season, now and then, we haye such a 
satisfaction, and then let conscience go to sleep; but it is to 
be habitual—day by day, year by year, and everywhere. 
Some people seem to have a geographical conscience,—one 
thing at home, another abroad; allowing when beyond over- 
sight what at home they would condemn. But the good 
conscience of the apostle was habitual, at all times and in all 
places. 

5. Herein do I exercise myself.” Paul took pains. His 
good conscience was the result of effort. As soldiers drill, 
going through daily exereise in order to be qualified to fight 
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and win victories, so the apostle habitually drilled his own 
heart. In the little things of daily life, in matters which in 
themselves seemed insignificant, he saw materials and oppor- 
tunities for cultivating this treasure of a good conscience. 
Let teachers and scholars imitate his example. 


Verses 17-21.—Paul continued his defense by saying that 
so far from being an enemy to his nation he had returned to 
Jerusalem as the bearer of alms from those to whom he had 
preached in other lands; and that when found in the temple 
he was conforming to its institutions and making no tumult; 
and that those who affirmed the contrary ought to have been 
present to prove the charge. Then he appealed to all in 
court, and to members of the Jewish council to state whether 
at the previous session he had said anything blameworthy, 
unless it might have been his reference to the resurrection. 
This latter was an illustration of his conscientiousnes: making 
an exception of a small matter on which he way in some 
doubt. The wisdom, appropriateness, and force of argument 
in this speech show that Paul did not despise the legitimate 
arts of persuasion. He was no fanatic, reckless as regards 
methods to secure the safety for which he relied on the 
promise of God. Faith is no excuse for folly. Consciousness 
of being right should not make us careless in defending our- 
selves from false accusations, when it is desirable to refute 
them. Whatever we do we should do well, and do it better 
because of our faith. 


Verse 23.—Paul's demeanor had favorably impressed the 
governor, who did not treat him as an ordinary prisoner, but 
gave directions that while kept secure from the plots of his 
enemies, he was to enjoy all reasonable liberty, with permis- 
sion for any of his acquaintances to visit him and minister 
to his comfort. For two years he was kept in this modified 
restraint, which was doubtless overruled for good. Paul's 
life, so constantly in peril, was protected from his foes. His 
bodily health and strength might be benefited by the 
enforced repose. He had time for thought, reading, convers- 
ing with his friends, writing epistles. Who can tell how 
great was the good done by him while a captive? So Bunyan 
in Bedford Jail was more useful than when free. Where 
events occur opposed to our wishes, and to what we think 
conducive to our usefulness, let us have confidence in God, 
who makes all things work together for good to those who 
love him. 

Verses 24, 25.—Felix had been deeply impressed with the 
demeanor and words of Paul. He wished to hear him again 
“concerning the faith in Christ.” It was not now a question 
of Paul's guilt or innocence as regarded the charges of the 
Jews, but of that wonderful gospel which he preached, of 
which Felix had heard so much, and which had stirred 
anxious thoughts in his heart. So having returned to 
Cesarea with his Jewish wife, he sent for the prisoner, who 
now had an opportunity of addressing persons of high posi- 
tion and great influence, whom his voice could never have 
reached while at liberty. Consider Paul's discourse and its 
effect on Felix. ‘“ He reasoned.” This may simply mean he 
discoursed. But it mg mean he argued. This, from the 
nature of Paul's mind and his general habit, we are sure he 
did. Hetried to convince the intellect of the truth and reason- 
ableness of what he said. It was not mere declamatory talk, 
nor mere dogmatic assertion. 

Herein Paul showed his fearless fidelity. Felix is described 
as one who united the “ tyranny of a despot with the mean- 
ness of a slave ""—who seemed “ licensed to commit crime ;” 
and we see in a subsequent verse that as a judge he was a 
receiver of bribes, and unjustly kept Paul a prisoner two 
years, “ hoping that money might be given him that he might 
loose him ;” and then, when he was succeeded by Festus, left 
Paul a prisoner for the sake of securing popularity with the 
Jews (v. 26, 27). To him it was that Paul spoke of righteous- 
ness—of doing ™ . ong to noone, of seeking no unfair advantage, 
of judging uprightly and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 
He reasoned of righteousness, showing how’'essential it is to 
the existence of society, of order, prosperity, and happiness ; 
how they who do not practice it expect it from others, and 
are unwilling to lose its protection though they would escape 
its obligation ; and how the universal conscience of man ap- 
proves of it. He spoke of temperance—the duties we owe to 
ourselves—the cultivation of sobriety in all things, the 
government of all our appetites and passions. Herein again 
he showed his fearless fidelity. For Felix was lustful as well 
as tyrannical, and Drusilla, his “ wife,” an adulteress. To them 
he spoke of temperance, virtue, chastity. And he reasoned— 
showing that if our instincts are natural, so is the reason or 
conscience which should control them—that temperance is 
conducive to the welfare of both mind and body—that the 
neglect of it makes us beasts, and not men—and that as God 
has the highest claims on us, we cannot be truly religious 
or temperate unless we serve him, and live in subordination 
to his will. 

Paul reasoned of judgment to come. The moral government 
which, as a fact, is so evidently a part of the constitution of 
nature now, may be perpetuated and completed in a hereafter 
which is needed to set right so much that now seems wrong. 
Reason shows that there may be a separate existence for the 





soul—that death may not be the total termination of our 
being—that the thought of a hereafter so generally cherished 
may have an objective reality—that what men in all ages 
have conjectured about a future judgment may be verified— 
that the conscience, which tells of guilt, seems to foretell 
a judge and a judgment—but that what reason, to say the 
least, cannot contradict, God himself has distinctly revealed. 
Felix trampled on justice, living as though he had no 
account to render, but Paul spoke of a judge he could 
not deceive, a retribution he could not escape. Observe 
that all this was evangelical teaching. Some persons are 
apt to say that to enforce truth, justice, righteousness, virtue, 
self-restraint, temperance; the certainty of rewards and 
punishments, the solemn sanctions of judgment to come— 
that this is not evangelical; yet we are told that on this 
very occasion Felix heard Paul “concerning the faith in 
Christ.” Thus righteousness, temperance, and judgment are 
included in the gospel. Christ both lived and taught 
righteousness and temperance. Convinced of our violation of 
both, we fear the judgment, and must flee to Him who alone 
can save from the consequences of our sins, and also help us to 
overcome them. 


Notice the effect. One of the two trembled. Was it the 
prisoner because of his audacity and fear of what it might 
provoke? No! he feared God so much that he feared not 
man. What dignity there is in uprightness! How great 
a man is the righteous man, though, like Paul, poor and a 
prisoner! How mean a man isthe wicked man, though, like 
Felix, clothed in purple and seated on athrone! Goodness is 
the only greatness. Felix, accustomed to see others tremble, 
now shook with fear in the presence of his captive. Conscience 
brought before him former crimes—deeds of base perfidy, 
cruel extortion, disgusting vice.—the widow and fatherless 
thronged round him with reproaches—the ghosts of mur- 
dered victims glared horribly on him—the great throne 
of final judgment, the heart-searching and irresistible Judge, 
and hell with all its horrors, were depicted to his terrified 
imagination. 

“ Cold, fearful drops stood on his trembling flesh, 
His conscience had a thousand different tongues, 
And every tongue brought in a several tale, 

And every tale condemned him for a villain: 
All several sins—all used in each degree, 
Thronged to the bar, crying all, ‘ Guilty! guilty!'” 

Felix trembled, but that was all. 
Fear is not faith. Trembling is not turning. Conviction 
is not conversion. ‘“ The devils believe and tremble.” Paul 
was sent back to prison, and Felix said, “When I have a 
convenient season I will call for thee.” But at each inter- 
view the trembling would diminish. Felix felt less and less, 
for he sent the more frequently for Paul in hope of receiving 
a bribe. Thus the heart of Felix was hardened more and 
more. This is often so still. Boys and girls, young men 
and maidens, hear the truth, tremble, hear it again, postpone 
repentance till it is convenient, and die hardened in sin. 
Some who trembled once, tremble no more. Nothing 
frightens or softens them. Conscience no longer blows a 
warning trumpet. Terrible peace! fatal security! ‘ The 
torrent’s smoothness ere it dash below.” Let those who 
tremble because convinced of sin and judgment beware of 
putting off repentance. If you make religion suit your con- 
veniences, you cannot so influence death. No season is so 
convenient as mow. There is no other of which you are 
sure. Seek peace, not with Felix, who said, “Go thy way, 
when I have aconvenient season I will call for thee,” but 
with the jailer who said, “What must I do to be saved?” 
Behold, Now is the day of salvation. 


So with many now. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


I do the more cheerfully answer for myself (v.10). Paul was 
encouraged, while on trial, by the fact that he was before an 
intelligent judge. It is always a satisfaction to know that a 
man whom you want to convince of a truth is well informed 
on the subject in question. As a rule, the less aman knows 
the more bigoted he is. And the more he knows the readier 
he is to revise his opinions on fair evidence or sound argu- 
ment. A lawyer with a good case prefers a learned judge or 
a well-informed jury. A clergyman has hope of convincing 
his hearers just in proportion to their intelligence. A compe- 
tent teacher finds that the more his scholars know to begin 
with, about the lesson, the more he can teachthem. There is 
nothing more discouraging, when you want to get a new idea 
into a man's head, than to find that his head is yet empty. 


After the way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of 
my fathers (v. 14). Calling a belief heresy doesn’t make it 
so. Calling a set of people schismatics and sectarians doesn’t 
prove them otherwise than the faithful custodians of purity 
in doctrine and practice. The Egyptians looked upon the 
Israelites as errorists. The Jews counted the Christians a 
sect. Romanists called all the reformers heretics. The Church 
of England denounced the non-conformists as schismatics. 
But none of these names ehanged the truth. The eharge of 





heresy or sectarianism need not frighten us. On the other 
hand, we ought to have some better reason for counting other 
people in error than the fact that they are called heretics. 


Believing all things which are written in the law and in the 
prophets (v.14). That was the test of Paul’ssoundness. Itis 
a good test for to-day. The man who accepts the Bible as 
conclusive on all points of doctrine and conduct rests on the 
only ground that any of us can claim as unvaryingly sure. 
Any man who refuses to refer his creed to the Bible has no 
claim to be recognized as fairly of the church of Christ. 


To have always a conscience void of offense toward God and 
toward men (v.16), Not sometimes, but “ always” right. A 
religion that isn’t good for seven days in the week, all the 
year round, is not worth much at any time. A great many 
people try to have a clear conscience while they are in 
sickness or other danger, or when they are at church and 
prayer-meeting, who are not so particular while in health and 
safety, and at active business. ‘Toward God and toward 
men.” The two tables of duties cannot fairly be separated. 
No man truly loves God who fails to love his fellows. And 
he who refuses love to God has no love for man which 
is worth speaking of. 


Or let these same here say (v. 20). It is of little use for a 
man to proclaim his innocence, unless he is ready to appeal 
to the testimony of those who know all about him. He who 
is afraid to meet his special accusers, or any one else who can 
bring charges against him, must expect to rest under suspi- 
cion or to be accounted guilty, whatever may be his own 
knowledge of his conduct and motives. The innocent man 
ought to be the frank and fearless man. As soon as he 
is exercised to keep others from telling what they know 
about him, a man’s power for good has departed. 


Feliz trembled (v.25). That was a good sign as far as it 
went, but it was not enough. Unless a man recognizes his 
danger, he is not likely to seek safety. If he has no fear of 
impending evil, he will not fly from it. But seeing danger 
does not in itself secure safety. Fearing evil does not avert 
evil. The devils, we are told, tremble, but that does not 
make them penitent. Trembling is not trusting. There 
are multitudes who tremble at the thought of the judgment 
to come, who never turn from their sins or call in confidence 
on the Saviour of sinners. 


Go thy way for this time (v.25). Very few men ever purpose 
to reject salvation once for all. They only put off its accept- 
ance “for this time.” They intend to take it up at some 
time or other, but not now. But this time may be their only 
time. It is surely their best time for this business. 


When I have a convenient season (v.25). A man always 
finds a convenient season for doing what he loves best. 
Whether it 1s working, or eating, or sleeping, or pleasure- 
seeking, or money-getting, or place-hunting, if it has his 
heart He will find time for it. If he does not find a con- 
venient season for accepting the offer of salvation, it is because 
he values something above that. He thinks more of the 
life that now is, than of the life which is tocome. He fails 
to realize how much more of joy there is in the present life 
to one who has Christ for his Saviour, than to one who is 
not at peace with God. The convenient season for taking 
hold of the richest treasure God can give to man, and for 
receiving the best of blessings, is now. He who is not ready 
to be saved when the life-boat is at the wreck will never 
have a more convenient season for his rescue. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The teacher should begin by reviewing and ascertaining if 
the children understand all the circumstances leading to 
Paul’s appearance before Felix. In what city was Paul? 
Why had he gone to Jerusalem? Who stirred up the people 
against him and took him? Who heard of the uproar and 
came with soldiers? What did thesoldiersdo? From what 
place did Paul speak to the people? What did the Jews cry 
out against him? Where did the chief captain have Paul 
taken? What council wascalled? What did the high-priest 
command should be done to Paul? Who came to Paul at 
night in the prison? What did he say? 

It did not seem to be good cheer when his nephew came, 
the next morning, and told him that forty Jews had sworn 
to one another that they would not eat nor drink until they 
had killed Paul. Their plan was for the council to call for 
Paul to come before them again, and when he should be 
brought out, the forty men were to rush on him and kill him. 
But Paul sent his nephew to the chief captain, and he put the 
prisoner beyond the reach of his forty murderers. The captain 
called up his soldiers, and had everything ready to start away 
at night to take Paul to Cesarea, seventy miles away, to 
Felix the governor. 

See how God raised up help among heathen soldiers to save 
Paul's life. At night the company started. The prisoner 
rode between two soldiers and a guard of two hundred armed 
men, and two hundred spearmen (men with lances or spears), 
and seventy horsemen,—in all four hundred and seventy 
mera. Show, on the map, Cesarea, and tracethe journey from 
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Jerusalem. They travelled with the prisoner, the footmen 
part of the way, the horsemen the whole seventy miles, and 
went to the palace of Felix the governor, and delivered the 
letter. 

The chief captain had sent a sealed roll, telling of the 
prisoner, and that he had commanded Paul's accusers also to 
go before him. The governor broke the great seal, read the 
letter, and then said to Paul: ‘I will hear thee when thine 
Explain accusers. Paul was put in the 
judgment hall of Herod's palace for safe keeping. 

It was five days before the high-priest and elders came from 
Jerusalem to the trial. They brought with them a lawyer 
named Tertullus, who made the charges against Paul, and 
Paul answered them before Felix. It is Paul’s answer which 
is our lesson to-day. The charges the lawyer made were 
these : 

1. Paul was a pestilent fellow, stirring up trouble every- 
where. 

2. Paul was a ringleader of the Nazarenes. 

3. Paul profaned the temple. 

Take these three points and explain them simply, else 
Paul's defense cannot be understood. Tertullus, the lawyer, 
made his speech, and the elders who listened bowed their 
heads and said these things were so. You know it would not 
be just to believe a person guilty without giving him a chance 
to have his innocence proved. Paul was his own lawyer and 
ready to speak, so when the governor Felix beckoned to him 
he began. He said it was only twelve days since he went to 
Jerusalem to worship ; he denied that he had raised any dis- 
turbance in the temple or in the city, and he said boldly, 
“They cannot prove what they charge against me.” One 
thing Paul confessed. He did not notice the sneer against 
Jesus of Nazareth, but he said, ‘I do confess that I worship 
God, and believe all things which are written in the law and 
in the prophets.” What book have we that contains all that 
Paul believed, and much that he himself wrote? 

Had not Paul always been a faithful servant of Christ all 
those years? When Paul spoke before the council at Jeru- 
salem, how did he tell them he had lived before God until 
that day? What is meant by having a good conscience? So 
Paul told Felix, ‘‘I do exercise myself to have a good con- 
science toward God and towards men.” Can a little child 
have such a good conscience ? 

Paul was not afraid to say so before Felix and the elders 
and the lawyer who had charged him. He even called upon 
the elders present to say if they had found any evil-doing in 
him while he was before them. They could not prove any- 
thing, and Felix did not care. He did not want to make the 
Jews angry by letting him go free, and so he told Paul that 
when the chief captain came he would hear more. But it 
does not appear that he ever sent for him to come. He told 
the soldiers to keep Paul safely, but to let him have some 
liberty, and to let his friends come to see him as they liked. 

Paul was not idle, though he was kept two years there in 
prison: he was always ready to warn and to teach every 
man of Christ as he had opportunity. After he had been 
there awhile, Felix sent for him to come before him and his 
wife, Drusilla, a young beautiful woman, who was a Jewess 
and wanted to hear Paul talk about Jesus. That is the time 
which is meant by our golden text. Have the text recited. 

Paul reasoned. What is it to reason? So Paul always did; 
he explained what he said; he was a real teacher; he had 
often reasoned in the synagogues; he reasoned in Athens 
where they had an unknown God, and taught so that they 
might understand the true God and his Son who came to 
save. 

He reasoned of righteousness. Who only is righteous? Paul 
showed that we all have sinned; but the only righteous One 
came to save us from sin, and because he is righteous those 
who trust in him may be forgiven and share his righteousness. 


He reasoned of temperance. He told them that God’s eye 
saw everything impure and wrong in life, whether in eating 
or drinking, or speaking, or acting, or thinking, that every 
wrong-doing is sin against his pure and holy law. 

He reasoned of the judgment to come. He told of a time 
coming when Jesus will be the judge, and punish every one 
who has sinned in this life, and not repented of those sins 
and been forgiven for his sake. The greatest and worst of 
all sin is refusing to repent and believe in him. 

When Felix heard Paul, what did he do? He did not do 
what he ought to have done, repent of his sins and forsake 
them. He trembled, not because he was truly sorry, but 
because just then he felt afraid of the judgment. He knew 
that he was not righteous, nor temperate, nor ready for the 
He was an old man who had spent a long life in 
His young and beautiful wife 
heard the saine; but we are not told that she even trembled, 
for she was more wicked than she was beautiful. 

We are not told that Felix ever trembled again; because 
he would not repent and obey when his conscience was for 
once startled, he afterwards could hear Paul and not even 
care. He might have given Paul his freedom, but he hoped 
that the Christians would raise some money and pay for it. 
While Felix forgot what Paul said of righteousness and judg- 
ment, he remembered that he said he eame to Jerusalem to 


accusers come.” 


judgment. 
every kind of wickedness. 





bring money, a collection from the Christians for their poor ; | 
and he thought that if Paul was trusted to bring money, | 
when he was a prisoner another collection would be taken to 
buy his freedom. 

The statement that Felix trembled has often been used to 
illustrate the danger of putting off repentance, and that no 
convenient time ever came. It seems more plainly adapted 
to teach the danger of deadening the conscience by refusing | 
to obey its slightest alarms. 

Who had a good conscience? Whose conscience made him 
tremble once? Explain conscience as something which God | 
has put in every soul to show whenever we have done | 
wrong. When you are so afraid that mamma will know or | 
find out something, nothing pleases you; you are not happy; | 
it is conscience that makes you uneasy. But if you do not | 
attend to the warnings of conscience, after a while it will not | 
remind you when you do wrong. Illustrate by the story of 
a ring with a hidden spring which a mother gave her son. 
She begged him to go nowhere, to do nothing, which he 
would not if her eye followed; but if he did, the magic ring 
would check him. At first the tiny lance pierced his finger 
at each temptation. He would not give up sinful pleasure ; 
he could not bear that sharp reminder; so he slipped a flat 
pebble between the ring and his finger. He felt a little press- 
ure at first, and then ceased to notice; finally, he removed 
the pebble, but the point of the lance was so blunted and the 
spring so stiffened that he never felt it more, and went unre- 
buked, without a thought, into every sin. Or, tell of a 
young man who wanted to wake early every morning and 
go to his work. His mother called; he did not rise when he 
heard her voice, but thought he would wait a few moments, 
then fell asleep again. So for several mornings, and then 
her call could not rouse him. She got an alarm-clock and 
placed it by his bed. At the set time the rushing whiz of 
the wheels startled him; the next day he lay still a few 
moments, then slept again; and so on, till in a week or two 
even the loud alarm, because unregarded, could not wake 
him from his sound sleep. 





BLACKBOARD. 
BY HENRY PLANT. 


Part 1 MAP—JERUSALEM TO CESAREA. 


| Nigut.—200 soldiers, 70 horsemen, 200 spearmen with | 
| Paul, coming out of the (eastern) gate of Jerusalem :—Ro- | 
| man road north 10 miles, then west 10 miles to the plain: | 
| —Horsemen with Paul 40 miles over the plain to Cesarea. 
| 








Part 2. PAUL BEFORE FELIX. 





! 
THE CHARGE, THE ANSWER, | 





| Tol. Adenial. (V.12-13,.) | 





1. Treason. (V. 5.) 
2. Heresy. (V. 5.) | To2. A confession, (V. 14-16.) | 
3. Sacrilege. (V. 6.) | To 3, Adenial and challenge. | 
| (V. 17-20.) 
Part 3. 
| —_ 7 ae "| 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. ) 
TEMPERANCE. FELIX TREMBLED. j 
JUDGMENT. 
Part 4 
Go WHEN... | 


| For THIS TIME; I WILL CALL FOR THEE. | 
| 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Missing THE Rigut Moment.--A shipwrecked crew was 
clinging to some fragments upon a rock not far from shore, 
and yet too far to permit a safe landing. A rope had been 
shot out to them and one after another had been saved. But, 
to secure safety by this means, the one to be rescued was 
obliged to spring from the rock just as the full swell of the 
waves rolled in. Many did it, but one, after missing several 
chances, jumped just too late, and fell upon the bare and jag- 
ged rocks below, only to be dragged ashore a mangled, lifeless 
body. 

Nor Reapy.—‘I have never yet been ready to seek God,” 
said a sick and sinking man, “and now I am not able to do 
it, nor am I ready to die; though die, it seems, I must, and 
that right soon.” 

Too Latz.—A young woman, who was not ready to die, had 
long been under a physician's care for an insidious disease. 
He was summoned hastily one night, and discovered she had 
not long to live. He told her of her condition, and urged her 
to seek Christ; but she, panic-stricken, upbraided him for not 
telling her before, and her dying cry was, ‘‘ Why did he not 





tell me sooner?” 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


—_— oS 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 


Vermont, State, at Bennington October 23-25 
New Hampshire, State, at Nashua November 5-7 
New Jersey, State, at Paterson. November 13-15 

















SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION. 


The executive committee of the Second International 
Sunday-school Convention met, upon the call of their 
chairman, at New York, on Thursday, October 4. There 
were present the Chairman, J. E. Searles, Jr., of Conn. ; 
the Secretary, the Rev. Alfred Taylor, of N. Y.; also the 
Rev. H. M. Parsons, of Mass.; Mr. C. B. Stout, of N. J.; 
Mr. John R. Whitney, of Penn.; the Rev. 8. B. Barnitz, 
of West Va.; Mr. D. W. Ingersoll, of Minn.; Mr. H. R. 
Smith, of New Brunswick; the Rev. Robert Cowden, of 
O.; and the Rev. George A. Peltz, of Penn. Letters were 
received from absent members of the committee as follows : 
Mr. J. N. Robson, of 8. C.; the Rev. L. R. Carhart, of 
Texas; the Rev. W. P. Paxson, of Mo.; Mr. Wm. Reynolds, 
of Ill.; Mr. Wm. Tackaberry, of Iowa; Mr. John W. 
Ray, of Ind.; and the Rev. W. Millard, of Ont., Canada. 
Mr. O. P. Abell, of Ga., having sent his resignation from 
the committee, the Rev. T. C. Boykin, of the same state, 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 

The first point considered by the committee was that of 
time and place for the next convention. By correspondence 
the committee had already agreed upon Atlanta, Ga., as 
the place, and Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, April 
17, 18, and 19, 1878, as the time for the meeting. The Chair- 
man laid before the committee the entire correspondence 
in the case. The invitation to meet at Atlanta was re- 
ceived October 23, 1875. It is here given in full: 

To the Executive Committee of the International Sunday-school 
Convention. 

GENTLEMEN: In the name and on behalf of the State Sunday- 
school Convention of Georgia, and in accordance with a resolu- 
tion passed at their annual convention, I extend to the 
International Convention a cordial invitation to hold its next 
session in Georgia. The Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Atlanta, as you will perceive by the enclosed resolution, have in- 
vited you to Atlanta, the capital of the state. In this they are 
seconded by all our leading men, whose endorsement appears en- 
closed. You will be warmly welcomed here, and your visit will 
result in good to us and the cause. Another reason I would urge, 
that is, the assembling here at the same time of the Southern 
Methodist Conference. Come and let us have a Sunday-school 
jubilee for the world. 

Yours in the great cause, W. G. Wuipsy, 
President Ga, 8. 8. 8. Convention. 

The resolution adopted by the Georgia State Sunday- 
school Convention. 

Resolved, That the Sunday-school Convention of the state of 
Georgia most respectfully and earnestly solicit the executive com- 
mittee of the International Sunday-school Convention to appoint 
its next meeting in this state; and that W. G, Whidby, president 
of this convention, be requested to forward this resolution to said 
committee, accompanied by a letter setting forth the claims of this 
state and urging them upon their attention. 

The action of the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Atlanta, also referred to above, was this: 

WHEREAS, The State Sunday-school Convention that recently 
convened at Union Point umanimously extended an invitation to 
the International Sunday-school Convention to hold its next 
meeting three years hence in Georgia— 

Resolved, That we heartily endorse the invitation, and most cor- 
dially invite the International Convention to hold said meeting 
in Atlanta, pledging ourselves as Christians to give them a Chris- 
tian welcome, 

To the imvitation thus officially communicated, the 
personal endorsement of a large number of Georgia’s best 
men is added, among these, one of her United States Sena- 
tors, her Secretary of State, Comptroller-General, State 
School Commissioner, Commissioner of Agriculture, Presi- 
dent of the Senate, one Senator, two Representatives, the 
Mayor of Atlanta, the City Clerk, the chief officers of the 
order of Good Templars, with a goodly array of county 
officers, editors, officers of local Sunday-school organiza- 
tioys, and private citizens. 

The committee, after considering the entire case, unani- 
mously reaffirmed the conclusion reached by the former 
correspondence as to place and date of meeting. A recent 
letter from President Whidby was then read to the com- 
mittee, which gave so much information, chiefly in answer 
to queries raised in various quarters, that its entire contents 
will be of interest to the Sunday-school brotherhood. It is 
addressed to the editor of The Sunday School Times, its 
author wishing in this way to give it to the world, and it 
will be found in another column. 

The necessary committees on railroads, delegations, 
etc., were appointed, and will be specified in the official 
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call of the Convention at an early day. The Moody and 
Sankey hymn-book was chosen for the service of song, and 
the preliminary sketch of the programme was decided upon. 
The details of arrangements in all departments will be 
published as they take final shape. 


THE AMERICAN BOARD. 


The sixty-eighth annual meeting of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was held at Provi- 
dence, R. I., October 2.5, the Rev, Mark Hopkins, D.D., 
LL.D., presiding. The attendance from first to last was 
very large, and included many prominent and staunch 
friends of missions. The total receipts for the year just 
closed were $441,391.45. The total expenditures, $458,- 
327.17. The present indebtedness, including a balance 
from the last year, is $47,985.84. Reviewing the history 
of the Board by decades, the following are found as the 
average receipts per annum : 

OE Te OUD istic tan dcicwsasensateinee $18,660.06 

For the 2d Decade.............-...- 68,818.14 

PE TOON ices cousatonneaenscanepbad’ 180,512.04 


eet Ge OE MOORE cc cncancucmunnaseseua —— 253,953.28 
SS SS Fh 
ot pg | ee ee en 455,037.10 


Thus far in the seventh decade the average per annum 
has been $452,564.01. For the past seventeen years it has 
been $454,018.20 per annum. The auxiliary Women’s 
Boards have done a good work, their record for the past 
six years being this : 

ESE ea ee: $34,184.26 

PEPE EETE eccccascansssnas spiel ere dele miagib sith eieieabertirsntierds 12,559.93 

1873-1874 17,509.73 


ETE emia n bnambebanewn tetiwimmiee heebeaws 58,633 71 
ETD cninnatwodadetaasdensbbnteochseabeuan 75,283.91 
1876-1877 -..... Shinde dE dmE dw edindde mae 72,514.74 


The general summary of missionary work is thus given : 
Missions. 
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EE ee ee aE aE ED 81 
PT Ce er icnidemactdiecinuccdeutndwmane as wane 531 


Laborers Employed, 
Number of Ordained Missionaries (7 being Physi- 
i tcnitninmetinbtbntnesnekikienonss 151* 
Number of Physicians not ordained 7 
Number of other Male Assistants 
Number of Female Assistants...............-..-.- 227t 
Whole number of laborers sent from this 
Ca 
Number of Native Pastors 125 
Number of Native Preachers and Catechists_____~- 255 
Number of Native School Teachers,............--- 522 
Number of other Native Helpers, .........------- 270 —1172 
Whole number of laborers connected with the 
I a recetctan aed aie «wie bon aes 


The Press. 
Pages printed as far as reported (Turkish and Foochow 
Missions only) -.-..----.---- 


The Churches. 
Number of Churches_.......-...- 2 


ndeietiecsitennikawdindtceds al 256 
13,4385 
1,882 





1563 





6,493,100 


Number of Church-members as nearly as can be learned 
Added during the year, as nearly as can be learned 
Educational Department. 

Number of Training and Theological Schools___.__.- 16 
Number of Pupils in Training and Theological Schools 

GE RIOR CIR cen ctremnsecncesecacece 551 
Number of Boarding-schools for Girls......-- Geel 26 
Number of Pupils in Boarding-schools for Girls...... 827 
Number of Common Schools......---.....-...-.-. 658 
Number of Pupils in Common Schools............- 24,562 
Other Adults under instruction 

Whole Number of Pupils 


26,962 

The annual sermon was preached by President Fairchild, 
D.D., of Oberlin College, from 1 John 4: 20,—‘He that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen?” One of the most interest- 
ing exercises of the entire meeting was on Wednesday 








evening, October 3, when an effort was made to provide 
for the debt of $48,000, The pledges then made, with 
some which followed on the next day, carried the pledged 
amount to over $52,000. 

It was agreed to hold the next meeting at Milwaukee, 
Wis., the Rev. Dr. W. 1. Buddington being the preacher ; 
the Rev. Dr. George F. Magoon, alternate. The Rev. Dr. 
Hopkins was re-elected President of the Board; the Rev. 
Drs, Nathaniel G, Clark and E. K. Alden, Corresponding 
Secretaries; and Langdon 8. Ward, Esq., Treasurer. 

In one of the intervals between sessions, a reunion of 
missionaries, ex-missionaries, and appointees to mission- 
fields, was held. About a hundred and fifty were in attend- 














ance, and the meeting was most delightful. A full report 
of the proceedings of this anniversary has been printed in | 





* Including twelve still supported at the Sandwich Islands. 
t imclading fifteen at the Sandwich Islands. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES. 





a supplement to The Providence Journal, and can doubt- 
less be had by addressing that paper at Providence, R, I. 


WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—A very excellent programme was issued for the Union 
Sunday-school Convention, held at Madison, Conn., October 
18, Upon the last page were these four practical suggestions: 
“Don’t leave your pastor at home.” “ Bring your Bible, 
and ‘Gospel Hymnsand Sacred Songs.’” “Getalarge wagon, 
and bring your teachers who otherwise could not come.” 
“ Be sure your secretary is there.” 


—A social reception of pastors and superintendents was 
given by the managers of the Sunday-school Union of 
Orange, N. J.,on Wednesday evening, October 10. Until 
eight o’clock the exercises were purely social. For one 
hour they then discussed the question, ‘“‘ How can pastors 
and superintendents best promote Sunday-school work in 
Orange?” At nine o’clock refreshments were served. 

—An institute for the Sunday-school workers of the Ninth 
District of the state of Indiana, will be held at Crawfords- 
ville, November 8,9. This district includes Montgomery, 
Boone, Clinton, Benton, Fountain, Warren, and Tippecanoe 
counties. Messrs.C. P. Jacobs, of Indianapolis, and Wil- 
liam H. Levering, of Lafayette, with other lay and 


ministerial helpers, are announced for various parts in the 
exercises. 


—The Brooklyn Daily Eagle of October 2, 3, gives full 
reports of the Kings County Sunday-school Convention, 
held in the Brooklyn Tabernacle. From this we learn 
that one hundred and ninety schools reported by delegates 
from an aggregate of two hundred and sixty schools in the 
entire county. In his address of welcome the Rev. Dr. 
Talmage is reported as saying : 


To-day the right wing of the Lord’s army, which is the Sunday- | 


school. is on the march. The teachers and superintendents are 


the leaders, and are in the stirrups, while the Great Captain gives | 


the order, “‘ Forward, the whole line!’’ I want now and here to 


say that I wish the Convention would rise up in its might and | 


accomplish one thing. Although the Sunday-school is far in 
advance of the Sunday-school of the past, there is one thing in 
which the schools are going back month by month, and that is the 
committing to memory passages and chapters of the Scriptures. 
When a question is asked, we see a great fluttering of International 
lesson leaves, and this thing must be stopped or the leaves will 
become a curse to the church instead of a blessing, The boy who 
goes forth into the world with texts of Scripture sticking fast to 
his memory, is better fitted for life and better prepared for heaven. 
We want more of that, and then there will be less misquotation of 
Scripture, less Scripture quoted inaptly in the prayer-meeting. 
We will hear less of quotations like that of the brother who said 
in the meeting, “ I ama great sinner, the chief among ten thousand, 
and the one altogether lovely.” Or fewer prayers like that of the 
man who, when his horse ran away, felt he must pray, but he 
couldn't think of anything more appropriate than “ For what we 
are about to receive, Lord, make us truly thankful.” We want 
more of drudgery in the Sabbath school, more of hard plodding 
work, more Scripture committed to memory. The passages com- 
mitted to memory in childhood stick through all after life. 
I bid you all a hearty welcome, 


On the question, “ Would it be beneficial to discard the | 
Sunday-school library and distribute papers each Sunday?” | 


the report says “there were no speakers,”—why none, is 
not, however, said. Recurring to the address of Dr. Tal- 
mage, the Rev. Dr. Daniel Read said: 


He would emphasize everything Dr. Talmage had said. But 
Sunday-school work should not be made drudgery. He laid it 
down as a fundamental principle than in every case a person is 
interested in work and play, in proportion as they had something 
todo. The exercise of memory gives positive pleasure. 


Percep- 
tion and retentiveness are the two phases of memory. 


In child- 


hood, susceptibility is very keen, and it is a perfect delight for him, | 
Memory has a great charm and delight for a child. During the | 
early portion of life it is the design of the Creator that he shall | 


store up facts for after life. Encourage the children to commit 
verses to memory, and they will take pleasure in the acquisition. 
Every child, if he is encouraged, will delight to come each Sunday 
and show what he has learned. Let one and another show before the 
class what he has done. Let them repeat the verses of the lesson 
one after the other. Nothing that we ever learn is forgotten. 

Other bright puttings of truth consumed the entire day, 
and late in the evening the Convention adjourned, looking 
forward to similar gatherings at no distant period. 





SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


—An appeal to the Sunday-schools of Pennsylvania is 
made by their state Association, for a collection to be 
taken on the Sunday observed as the day of prayer, 
October 28, to aid in the prosecution of the state work, 
The call says : 

Twenty counties in the state remain to be organized, and other 
work calls loudly for help—all of which it is desired to do the 
present year, that we may present a full report to the ensuing 


| International Convention called to meet at Atlanta, Ga., April 17- 


19, 1878. Te de this work we have no source of ineome but 


[Vol. XIX., No. 42. 








the free-will offerings of individual Sunday-school workers, who 
feel we are doing a good work and deserve to be supported. But 
as this has been a year of general financial depression, they can no 
longer bear the burden alone, and hence we appeal earnestly, need- 
fully, to the Sabbath schools for a collection. Please observe this 
collection, and remit at once to our treasurer, Mr. John Wiest, 
P. O. Box 2754, Philadelphia, Pa., or to the Secretary, Mr. E. 8, 
Wagoner, Mechanicsburg, Pa., either of whom will receipt offi 

cially for all moneys sent. 


CHURCHES. 
The New York Tribune gives this summary of the 


mortgages upon church property of various denominations 
in the city of New York : 


Presbyterian 





PEN ET ae ee ee AE $706,000 
| RRS REGIE eRe ay a Oe eS, 644,000 
OMENS MUNIN stn nnennawiagbeneiatate 153,000 
ee 
DIN css thin doin st a hc sn anscnaue SOOO 
a a 79.000 
RS ne. ae ee ee Pee 14,886 

ental eheteactch doties taen m accede ities ima ook ood mney a $2,367,886 


—To promote preparation for their Wednesday evening 
devotional meetings, the young people of the Central Presby- 
terian Church, of Philadelphia, have issued a list of subjects 
to be previously studied, and then to be made the basis of 
consideration at the meetings. Their list is thus arranged : 


LESSONS FROM THE LIVES OF BIBLE CHARACTERS. 
Oct. 3d. © aleb. 


Faith in God’s promises. Num, 13, 14 
Hf ezekiah. 
Zeal for the Lord. 


Josh. 14. 
Oct. 10th. 





2 Kings 18: 1-8; 19: 1-19. 


| Oct. 17th. HR ehoboam. 

| Wise counsel rejected. 1 Kings 12. 
Oct. 24th. Israel. 

| Prevailing prayer. Gen. 32. Luke 18: 1-7;11:1-13. 
Oct. 31st. § aul. 

| Half-hearted service. 1 Sam. 15: 1-30. 

| Nov. 7th. 'T homas. 

| Looking at the dark side. John 11: 1-16: 20. 


| Nov. 14th. 'T imothy. 


| Advantages of early training. 2 Tim. 1, 3. 
| 


| Nov. 2lst. JHf aman. 
| Sinful ambition, Esther 3 and 5. 
| Nov. 28th. JE zra. 


| The value of character. Ezra Pand 8. 





| Dec. 5th. TL ot. 
Results of aworldly choice. Gen. 13: 10-13; 19. 
Dec. 12th. @ badiah. 
Serving God amid evil surroundings. 1 Kings 18. 
Dec. 19th. KR uth. 


Choosing God’s people. Ruth 1. 
Dec 26th. ID avid’s Son. 
Curist THE LorD. Ps.110: 1. Matt. 22: 34-46, 





PERSONAL. 


SS 


—The Rev. Dr. Ormiston is again at his home and 
church, after his visit to Europe. 


—The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Brace, of Hartford, recently 
deceased, was for a long time connected editorially with 
|The Religions Herald of that city. He was formerly a 
| frequent writer for the American Messenger, over the sig- 
| nature N. E. 


—Mr.W. J. Young, who has long been superintendent of 
the Edenton Street Methodist Sunday-school of Raleigh, 
N. C., being about to retire from that post, was, on 
Sunday, September 30, presented by the school with a 
| memento in the form of a silver ice-pitcher. 


—Mr. Frank Beard is to visit Philadelphia, and on Mon- 
day evening, October 22, he will give one of his “chalk- 
talks” atthe Memorial Baptist Church, corner of Broad and 
Master Streets. To many Philadelphians this will be the 
first opportunity of seeing the skill of this famous Sunday- 
school artist. 

—The Rev. T. L. Flood, editor of the Chautauqua 
Herald, has removed from Jamestown, N. Y., and become 
pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Meadville, 
Penn. His connection with the Herald, however, con- 
tinues unchanged, and he may be addressed concerning its 
affairs at his new home. 


—Messrs. Moody and Sankey began work in Burlington, 
Vt., on Sunday, October 7. On the same day Messrs. 
Whittle and McGranahan began work at Rutland, and 
Messrs. Needham and Cato at Bennington. At each 


place three services were held. This is the beginning of 
a thirty days’ effort in Vermont. 

—The Rev. Dr. Henry C. Fish died at his residence in 
Newark, N. J., on Tuesday, October 2, in the fifty-eighth 
He had for twenty-six years been pastor 


year of his age. 
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of the First Baptist Church in Newark. He was an active 
worker and a voluminous writer, his last work, “ Bible 
Lands Illustrated,” being extensively used among Sunday- 
school teachers. 


—Among the popular lecturers of the present year is 
announced the Nev. E. B. Raffensperger, of Cumberland, Md., 
well known to readers of The Sunday School Times. 
His lecture on “ Braddock’s Route” is said to have special 
interest in this day of revival of our early American 
history. He has given this theme close attention; and he 
illustrates his lecture by maps, drawings and relics, calcu- 
lated to make the theme attractive and instructive. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


———_+>—_—_—_. 


On Poetie Interpretation of Nature. By J. C. Shairp, LL.D. 
New York: Hurd & Houghton.—The writer of the present 
notice has not enjoyed the good fortune to be familiar with 
the previous writings of Principal Shairp. He has, however, 
conceived a favorable prepossession respecting them from 
various admiring opinions of their quality current both in 
public and in private, and supposed competent and trust- 
worthy. The volume under review has, therefore, proved 
somewhat disappointing, for it seems destitute of any con- 
siderable, we will not say merit, but of any considerable 
value. It does possess the merit of being pervaded with an 
admirable moral and religious spirit, of being most conscien- 
tiously written, and even of being conformed to excellent 
canons of literary appreciation. This certainly is no mean 
measure of merit, but it does not quite constitute substan- 
tial and absolute value. Principal Shairp tells us that the 
book had its origin in a course of lectures delivered by the 
author before a “large popular audience.” That the popular 
audience was large is, we should say, a tribute to the lec- 


turer's fame, or else to his elocutionary powers; for the 


lectures themselves seem to us to be very dull, as we read 
them. In simple truth, we hardly know of another instance 
to match this, of barren industry and misapplied pains, on 
the part of a really able and accomplished man, in the whole 
field of recent pure literary criticism or discussion. It is 
even disheartening to think how nugatory may be the honest 
and strenuous effort of the best and most loyal literary zeal. 
For our own part, we set one page of enthusiast Hazlitt’s 
talks about literature, in true value for literary stimulus and 
esthetic delight, far beyond the whole bulk of this excel- 
lently intended and most laborious volume. We have ex- 
pressed ourselves thus with sincere reluctance, but we -have 
- delivered our soul. To such as are fond of attempts to be 
vaguely philosophical and mistily profound about simple 
matters of common experience, we may safely recommend 
this book of Principal Shairp’s as likely to afford them much 
satisfaction. But to such as crave inspiration and help to 
wise literary appreciation and high literary enjoyment, we 
recommend instead—and we do so on the strength of delight- 
ful openings just now made into the volume we name—the 
same author's earlier and indefinitely more fortunate book, 
“Studies in Poetry and Philosophy.” 

Woman's Work among the Lowly. By Mrs. 8. R. I. Bennet. 
American Female Guardian Society, N. Y.—The excellent 
society, which far and wide is known for its care of the 
friendless poor of New York, has completed forty years 
of faithful labor. It fitly commemorates them in this beauti 
ful volume, which tells the story of much prayer, and of 
unflagging zeal and womanly charity. These pages narrate 
with simple eloquence the unostentatious yet thorough work 
of mothers and daughters who have given time, money, and 
strength to redeem the fallen of their own sex, and to edu- 
cate and save poor children from the dangers which beset 
them. ‘The society is undenominational, its members uniting 
on the common ground of love to Christ, and desire to serve 
him. Its early struggles to establish a Home for the Friend- 
less are graphically related; and there are many who will 
feel a tender interest in reading of them, because the Institu- 
tion was near the hearts of some beloved ones now gone to 
the skies. Honored names appear in the narrative, and 
poems are interspersed, which were written for special occa 
sions by Mrs. Sigourney and Frances Osgood, and others. 
Portraits are given of Mrs. Margaret Prior and Mrs. M. A. 
Hawkins, and pictures of the Home on Thirtieth Street, and 
the chapel, embellish the volume. It can be obtained at 29 
East Twenty-ninth Street, New York, and of booksellers 
and as its profits go to aid in carrying on, not the 
Home only, but the eleven industrial schools under its care 
as well, we hope the managers may be surprised at the extent 
of its sale. (12mo, pp. 312. Cloth.) 


i= 
gene! ally ; 


Shute’s Time-Saving Library Record. Boston: Eben Shute. 
—The claim for this record is that, 

First. It tells quickly both the name of the person who has 
drawn out any book the librarian may desire to know about, and 


also the number of the book taken out by each scholar. No other 


| eight to twelve, but most of us older people may take its 
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record known to the publisher does both these things so quickly, 
although some are just as good for one of the items. Second. | 
By having in each scholar’s column one place—and only one—for 
each volume, there is no danger of giving out a book the second 
time to any scholar. Librarians who have many times heard the 
remark, “I have had this book before,” will appreciate this point 
in the Record. Third. From these pages the librarian can tell 
very quickly how many times any book has been taken out during 
a given number of months, and committees can find out what kind 
of books are read most. An interesting Annual Report can be 
made in regard to the number of times each book has been drawn | 
out. 

After all, the best test of any library record is found in actual 
service. While we have not ourselves put it to this trial, we 
are assured by a librarian of eleven years’ standing that this 
is the best record he has ever employed. The advantages | 
claimed for this record, which seem to be borne out by the | 
testimony of those making use of it, give ita decided advantage 
over ordinary records. 





Shute’s Record for Sunday-school scholars. Boston: Eben | 
Shute.—More and more attention is paid to the scholars | 
themselves in the preparation of lesson helps and school 
appliances. It is found that the scholars are as ready to do 
their part as their teachers are to do for them. Teachers’ 
class-books have long been in use, and now Mr. Shute has a 
novelty in the line of a scholars’ class-book. It is a blank 
book with printed headings by which a scholar can preserve 
a record of his Sunday-school life for three months, for future 
reference, and for examination and comparison quarter by 
quarter. Its plan includes a note of the time given to the 
study of his lesson during the week, the amount of his mis- 
sionary contribution, his own and his teacher's punctuality, 
and the number of his library book; also a recapitulation of 
the substance of the report for each quarter of the year. 
Such a record in general use would do much to quicken the 
interest of the scholars in the Sunday-school, and to raise | 
their standard of conduct and scholarship. 


The Age of Queen Anne. By Edward E. Morris, M. A. 





New York: Scribner, Armstrong & Co.—This is the tenth 
volume of the uniform Epochs of Modern History Series, 
a series of historical studies, each of which is characterized 
by thorough research, accuracy of statement, breadth of 
treatment, and finished execution. The stormy age of Anne 
is one of the most stirring and interesting in English history, 
for it was a time when England was colossal both in litera- 
ture and war; and the present writer, who is an Australian 
schoolmaster and one of the associate editors of the series, 
has succeeded in giving to the period a human interest, by 
treating the subject biographically and introducing his | 
characters successively to his readers with a vividness of | 
delineation that gives the work the aur of a finished work of | 
art. Maps, a marginal analysis, and other helps, greatly add | 
to the excellence of the work. (16mo, pp. 251. Cloth, $1.00.) | 


Giant-Kuller and Sequel. By A. L.O. FB. New York: | 
Robert Carter & Brothers.—A. L. O. E. has written many 
books, but never a better one than this. It is about the | 
battle that all must fight, and is meant for children from 


lesson to ourselves with profit. Fides isa brave knight to 
whom a great king has bequeathed mighty treasures and a 
golden crown. He is provided with strong armor and a 
wonderful sword, and by their aid he must slay certain | 
enemies before he can enter upon his inheritance. Their 
names are Untruth, Selfishness, Hate, and the like, and they 
are all fierce and wary giants. Yet their doom is sealed, if 
only the knight be brave and faithful. This allegory is 
related, in successive chapters, by a lady, to a group of chil- 
dren, who discern its meaning, and try to conquer their own 
giants. It deserves’a place in the Sunday-school library. 


| 

Blackberry Jam. By Joanna H. Mathews. New York: 
Robert Carter & Brothers——When we read Miss Mathews's 
stories, we find ourselves wishing that we were children 
again, in order to fully enjoy them. But then we could not 
have the other pleasure of reading them aloud to children, 
or watching the little heads as they are bent over the pages, 
and hearing the exclamations of juvenile delight. ‘ Black- 
berry Jam” belongs to the Haps and Mishaps Series, and the | 
little folks in it are quite familiar friends by this time. | 
Mrs. Roberts’ Joe appears again, and Jessie; Ella and Lily 
Ward, and others. 





The moral, interwoven with every page, 
is ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap;” and 
not one bright ten-year-old girl or boy will lose sight of it, 
or miss its lesson, though ever so captivated by the fun of 
the story. (16mo, pp. 305. Cloth, $1.25.) 

Cooking Receipts, from Harper's Bazar. New York: | 
Harper & Brothers.—The list of cookery books with the 
Harpers’ imprint is small, but every one is an admirable 
kitchen guide, the housewives assure us. This small pam- 
phlet in the Half-Hour Series is a marvel of compactness, 
and will keep a family in culinary novelties for a year. 
Particular attention is given to important but often over- 


667 
looked details of method in the preparation of food. The 
directions for making bread and pie-crust are pronounced 


| noticeably good by the competent culinary critic to whom 


we have submitted the volume. Now why will not the pub- 
lishers give us a good and cheap American edition of Brillat 
Savarin’s Physiologie du Gout ? 


The Voyage of the Steadfast. By William H. G. Kingston. 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.—All boys love stories of the sea, 
and to be shipwrecked on a desert island is, at least in a 
story-book, their highest ideal of felicity. This one will 
please them.- Captain Greybrook and his son Harry, with 
their friend Leonard Champion, sail from Liverpool on a 
whaling-voyage. They leave behind them loving hearts 
who never cease to pray both that they may be kept safely 
from peri], and that they may find Christ as their Saviour. 
They meet with many adventures, and undergo much hard 
fortune; but they are led at last to the tender Friend of sin- 
ners, whom they had cared little for when things were 
bright around them. 


Underbrush. By James T. Fields, Boston: James R. Osgood 
& Co.—Since Mr. Fields retired from the famous Boston pub- 
lishing house, in 1871, he has devoted himself, with evident 
enthusiasm, to literature and the lecture field. Leaving out his 
poems, which he has intentionally kept in privately printed 
volumes, and his delightful book of literary reminiscence, 
this is his first original production, though he is sixty years 
of age. It isa charming book, and represents the best of 
Mr. Fields’s work for ten or a dozen years. It is mainly 
literary, but throngh all the sketches and essays runs a thread 
of humor. It is the best volume of miscellany published this 
year. 

Notes on Euripides. By Charles Anthon, LL.D. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—Seven plays are commented fully 
upon in this volume, and each play is scanned according to 
the latest and best authorities. Anthon’s method of illus- 
traiion and annotation is well known: his notes are, in the 
main, a literal translation of difficult or obscure passages, 
with suitable explanations; and he does not at every turn 
overwhelm the student with ‘various readings,” and various 
uses of this or that mood or tense, in order to display his 
musty erudition, as most of the haggling, finessing fraternity 
of verbal critics do. (16mo, pp. 455, Cloth.) 


Vest-Pocket Series: “A Midnight Fantasy,” by T. B 
Aldrich ; ‘A True Story,” by Mark Twain; “The Farmer's 
Boy,” by Robert Bloomfield; “ Favorite Poems,” by George 
Herbert. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—This is a queer 
lot; two very popular American writers and two very 
stately and somewhat obscure English poets are neighbors in 
the series. Mr. Aldrich’s romantic fancy unites Hamlet to 
Juliet, and Romeo to Ophelia; Mark Twain's sketches are 
amusing ; the Herbert poems are well chosen; and Bloom- 
field’s fossil is again exposed to the public eye. (32.0. Cloth, 
50 cents each.) 





The Well-Spent Hour. By Eliza Lee Follen. New York: 


| T. Y. Crowell—A delightfully natural story of a little girl 


who learned by practical means how much may be done to 
give pleasure to others in an hour. Finding her vacation 
days rather tedious, she appealed to her mother for something 
to do, and acting cheerfully on the advice she received, she 
set about being kind and helpful to those around her. This 
is one of the books which are appropriate for Sunday after- 
noons, and which are sure to do good. 
readers of nine and upwards. 


It is adapted to 
(16mo, pp. 203. Cloth, $1.25.) 


Nicholas Minturn. By J.G. Holland. New York: Scribner, 
Armstrong, & Co.—This novel is far inferior to Dr. Holland’s 
early success, “ Miss Gilbert’s Career,” and also to ‘“ The Story of 
Sevenoaks,” its vigorous and artistic predecessors. We con- 
sider the author an excellent novelist, for he excels in plot 
in character, and in narration. Here he is not particularly 
succsssful in any one of the three. The story is designed to 
throw light on the tramp question, but it reads like an imita- 
tion of Dr. Holland’s literary and ethical style. 
Cloth.) 


(12mo. 


Household Education. By Harriet Martineau. Boston: James 
R. Osgaod & Co.—There is really a great deal of valuable 
suggestion in this book. Concerning the intellectual and 
moral training of children, Miss Martineau leaves little un- 
said; and in religious matters she sins only by omission,— 
a lack which will not injure the Christian parents by whom 
the book shall be read, or the children whom it shall in- 
directly influence. (16mo, pp. 366. Cloth, $1.25.) 


Three Feathers, and Kilmeny. By William Black. New 
York: Harper & Brothers.—These books take their place in 
the uniform new duodecimo edition of the author’s novels, 
which with its clear type and neat green binding is a very 
agreeable substitute for the paper copies. Neither of the 


_ books is the best of Black’s works, but both are interesting 
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stories by one of the recent masters of liter- 
ary style. 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the otroulasion of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The edition this week is 24,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time. 

THose who have tired of the regular 
stock of Reward Cards as sold in bookstores 
should see the cards sold by D. R. Niver, 
Albany, N. Y.; they certainly are very 
choice, Send to him for samples; he keeps 
everything for Sunday-schools. 

Rey. J. O. Toompson says the Tract So- 
ciety’s Bible Text-Book is better than 
either LEadie’s Analytical Concordance, 
Hitchcock’s, West's, Talbot’s Analysis, or 
both of them, and fuller in the proportion 
of five to three than Bagster’s or any other 
Scripture Index ever seen by him. Price, 
postpaid, 80 cents. Depository, 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, 


Swampscott.—The Christian friends who 
spent a few days in the study of the word at 
this place last summer, will doubtless be 
glad to learn that the very interesting Bible 
reading on the second coming of the Lord, 
by Dr. James H. Brookes, of St. Louis, has 
been published in a very attractive little 
volume of seventy-nine pages, with an Intro- 
duction by George C. Needham and Henry 
Moorhouse. Price, 25 cents. Address the 
publisher, Edward A. Wilson, Springfield, 
Il. 








SPECIAL NOTCES, 


A Wryter Heattn Resoat.—Dr. Stainbuck Wil- 
son's Hygienic and Turkish Bath Institute, At- 
lanta,Ga. All improved appliances for treatment 
of Chronic Diseases. Address, in fudl, for circular. 








EDUCATIONAL. 








Thorough Preparation Jor Business ! 


BRYANT & STRATTONL® 
USINESS OLLECE 


egraphic Institute, 
han n'st. Philadelphia, Pa. 
A, ities. Te eprephio Dept. in gharge 
f the Manager and Electrican of t 
y Rawk, and Pacific Telegraph Co, pre 
full particulars, call or pm for free 
illustrated circular, J. E. SOULE, Pres. 


Increas 





HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 


DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 


An institution where boys receive a judicious 
Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 
ness, or the professions. Location healthy. Charges 
very ‘low. For catalogues, address 

F. DUNL! SAVY LONG, A. M., Principal. 


EDGWICK INSTITUTE, Great SE ly 

Mass. A superior Family Schoo! for young boys 

in Southern Berkshire, Ample grounds, gymnasium, 

thorough instruction, kind care and attention, with 
the influences of a Christian home 

JAMES BIRD, A. M., 


Principal. 





4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
t gee al rie a thorough education, For 
circulars, ad: 


|: ae SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 


TOMRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal: 





and Commercial College. Founded 1802, 
de School for both sexes. On direct route from 
een, York to Boston. For catalogue address 
V. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A. M., EC ireenwich, R.I, 


yey WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 

(Bes Best etvenegee Se apneeetnne, Science, Lan- 
Painting, an 

cme DEV. DAVID H. "MOORE, D.D., President. 


Gand Comme ACADEMY, with Musical wo 





LASSICAL INSTITUTE, NO, 247 SOUTH THIR- 
teenth St. Phitadelphia. Duties resumed Sep 
tember 10th. J} WwW. F rALRES, D.D., Prine ‘ipal. 


EEKSKILL(N. Y.) MILITARY ACADEMY, Send 
for INlustrated Cc irouler, 40 pages, giving details. 
oR SALE.—E stablished Dry Goods business in 
ons of the nicest large towns in Ohio ; two rail- 
roads, three newspapers, female seminary, excellent 
public schools, churches, &c. Stock low and in good 
condition. Good opening fora good man, Address, 
W.c ? ISDE L, PAINESVILLE, Onto, 


PANSY’S PICTURE BOOK. New, inci snd very 
beautiful. One hundred Illustrations. In extra 
cloth, with handsome black and gold dies, and 
chromo, $2.00. Gilt edges, $2.25. 


BOSTON, PD. LOTHR OP & Co, 
RNR 


i 


» PU BL ISH ERS 


WASH 


é PAM. BLUE . 
VILTRERGER, Propr., 
283 North Second St., Phila, Pa 


AGENTS WANTED. 


NO MORE HARD TIMES! 


GENTS WANTED to canvass for the most rapid 
selling picture ever offered the public, entitled, 
“ The Bible Outweighs All Other Books.” Size, 22x28 
inches, Teaches—ist, The superiority of the Bible; 
2d, The adaptation of the Scriptures to all ages, 
classes, and conditions. Price of picture, $1. Very 
liberal terms to Agents. ee copy sent, postage 
prepaid, on receipt of $1 end postal card for 
terms. 
Adc areas, J. F. DAVIS, Williamsport, Pa. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly anc —E Larg- 
est Paper in the World, with Mammoth 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. ‘Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O. ICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 








AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 


ORK DAYS OF GOD. 


A book of marvelous beauty and richness in 
thonght, style, and historical facts. Gives the very 
cream of Science, making its thrilling wonders and 
bright gems household treasures. Endorsed by the 
Press and Clergy everywhere. 

RARE CHANCE for Agents. Sales immense. Sam- 
le lllustrations, Circulars, and Terms Free. 
. C. McCURDY & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia, Pa. 


MOODY'S & SERMONS, 


Bible a pines mages Addresses, and Prayer- 
Meeting Talks are in “TO ALL PEOPLE,” from 
Boston Globe Verbatim Reports, with an Introdue- 
tion 


By Rev. Joseph Cook, of Boston. 


528 pages, @2. Life and Portraits of Moody and 
Sankey. His New York ae, GLAD TIDINGS, and 
Chicago Sermons, GREAT JOY, are $2 each. Either 
book vs on Nee of price. The set, three vol- 
umes in a box, $4.50. #4a- AGENTS eo 
E. B. TREAT, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 








GENTS WANTED 
FOR THE NEW 


BIBLICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA. 


A Complete Treasury of Religious 


Knowledge. 
Just Published. Written and Compiled by the Ablest 
Biblical Scholars and kminent Divines. Contains 
2,000 Illustrative Engravings, and all the latest feat- 
ures. The best book for Agents, to whom will be 
given most liberal terms. Write at once for terms 
and cireulars to 
ST. LOUIS BIBLE PUBLISHING Co., 
305 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 








SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE CIRCULAR OF THE 


Student’s 
Combined 
REFERENCE 


BIBLE 
And Portable 
Scripture 
Library. 


In good sized type. and all in a volume no larger 
than an ordinary Bible. Recommended by such 
workers as Rey. H. M. Parsons, Miss Frances E. 
Willard, and others. Prices by mail, from four to 
ten dollars, according to style of binding. Also. 
all kinds of Bibles from fifty cents upward. Send 
for descriptive circular of the above to 


EBEN SHUTE, 
36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 





“A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.” 


Foster’s Cyclopedia of 


Prose Illustrations, 
SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in imparting 
moral and religious truths. Royal 8vo. 791 pp. 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWEL i 
744 Broadway, New York. 





Dry. ROGERS’ in Powder. 


Citrate of Magnesia. 


During the twenty-five years it has given 
unive satisfaction as a pleasant aperient. It isthe 
best medicine for headache, sickness of the stomach, 
heartburn, and all complaints arising from acidity, 
bilious and malarial fevers. It cools the blood an 
regulates the bowels. It is superior to Saratoga and 
most mineral waters. For sale by all druggists | N 
Prepared by A. ROGERS & SONS, New York 





RS. MOODY'S Abdominal Corset sent by mail 

for $2.75, (price in New York is $4.50.) Mad. 

ae 8 rig ge hed Corset sent free for $1.09. Carlisle's 
Bust Supporter Corset sent for $1.39. 





‘I. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 





PUBLICATIONS. 


‘THE LESSON HELPER. 


Is a four-page weekly paper, giving extended notes 
on the International Lessons. “A great help to 
teachers and scholars.” “Cheaper and better than 
any magazine.” One copy, a month, five cents; 
a year, fifty cents. Twenty copies a month, 42 cents; 
a year, $.00. Specimens free of Lesson Helper, 
Questioner, Our Little Messenger, and My Picture 
Lesson, Address Ev: ange lical Publishing Co., 11 
Bible House, New York 


WALL MAPS 


TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL, a large map, 30x42 inches, 
on paper, 00. On muslin, with colured lines, 
$1.50. Sent by mail, 


Address, 


Advocate Publishing Co., 
415 N. 6th Street, St. Louis. 


‘My Picture Lesson’ 


IS A FOUR PAGE 

Weekly Paper, giving the International S. 8. Lesson 
in pictures and stories for children. Mrs. 8. W. 
Clark, of Newark, N.J., says: “It is the best for 
Infant-classes. I use it for my scholars.” Twelve 
copies, one month, 15 cents; one year, $1.80. One 
hundred copies, one month, $1.10; one year, $13.00. 
Evangelical and undenominational Address, 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO.,, 
ll Bible House, New York. 


The Bible for Bible Teachers, 


Goto vour Bookseller and ask him for the “ BIBLE 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Spottis- 
woode’s imprint They are furnished in five sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 UP to $13.00—al alike as to 
matter, the only difference being in size and style 
of binding. There is no reason why any Sunday- 
school or Bible Teacher should any longer be with- 
out the BEST. 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular, If the books can- 
not be supplied to you at home, drop a postal card to 

POTT, YOUNG & CO., 


‘Cooper U mion, New Y ork. 











To Lecture Committees, 


The National Lecture Bureau is now prepared to 
make engagements, on most reasonable terms, for 
the delivery of the Lectures on 

Popular and Practical Subjects, 
By EDWIN B. RAFFENSPERGER, 

1. “Humors of the Pulpit and the Pew.” 

2. “ Braddock’s Route.” (New Lecture, 
trated by a large Military Map.) 

3. “ Peculiar Chureh People,” or Photographs from 
Various Congregations. (A Portraiture of Sundry 
Things, just as they appear in the Church Militant. 

For cire —, terms, ete., address, 

- % HILL. Manager, 
National Lecture Bureau, 
28 Cooper Institute, New York. 


illus- 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
1834 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 


PASTORAL THEOLOGY. 
The Pastor in the Various buties of his Office. 
BY THOMAS MURPBY, D.D. 


Pastor of the Frankford Presbyterian Church, 
Philadelphia, 
PRICE, $3.00, 

An eminently practical guide to the Pastor, full 
of plain suggestions and helps in his work, and 
the result of a long and successful experience, en- 
riched by constant reference to the author’s notes 


of Dr, Archibald Alexander’s lectures to his stu- 
dents, 


DR. BOARDMAN’S 


“HIGHER LIFE” 


Doctrine of Sanctification, 
TRIED BY THE WORD OF GOD. 
SECOND EDITION. 


8vo, 


16mo. Price, $1.25. 


ALSO, 
DR. A. A. HODGE’S 


Manual of Forms 


16mo. PRICE, 50 CENTS. 


Please address 
_JOWN A. BLACK, Business Superintonden 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PEACTIOAL. 
CONCISE, Saenentive and Helpful te 
both md . Its cost is 
only 7 ets. a quasten or 25 ~~ a 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a 
Namber, and be convinced. 

ELSON & PHILLIPS, Pablishers. re, 
fecuteas: New York 











it FH AT a Little Girl can Make with Wood Splints,” 
40 different patterns, sise 10x15, two sheets, 

12 cents, postpaid ; 30 cents per dons; $2.00 per 100 
J. JAY GOULD, 16 Bromfield Street, Beston, Mass. 











PUBLICATIONS, 


PURE GOLD 


For the 





Sunday School. Its Songs never grow dim 


Price $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


BRAINARD’S 


MUSICAL WORLD, 


FOR OCTOBER, 1877. 


$1.50 per year, or 15 cts. per number. 

Each number contains 36 pages of choice new 
music and reading matter. The October number 
contains : 

KITTY’S REPLY. Songand Chorus by C. Thatcher. 
An answer to“ Little Robin, tell Kitty I'm coming.” 
Seils for 35 cents. 

IN FUTURE YEARS. By A. H. Rosewig. Acharm- 
ing new song. Sells for 35 e+nts, 
IF YOU WANT A KISS, TAKE IT. 

Rogers. Popular and pretty. Seils for 30 cents 
LAUREL BLOSSOMS WALTZ. By Chas. Kinkel. 

Easy and pleasing. Sells for 30 cents. 

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR GRAND MARCH. By E. 
Mack. Brilliant and showy. Sells for 40 cents. 
OH LORD OF HOSTS. Anthem for Choirs from 

“Chapel Anthems,” the new Anthem book which 

sells for $1.25. 

But all this choice new music is ineluded in 
the Musical World for October which sells for ONLY 
15 CENTS. Sold by mo-t Newsdealers, or mailed on 
rece'pt of price by the Pubhiishers. 

4a THREE MONTHSFREE. We offer this month to 
send the Musical World from Oct., 1877, to Jan., 1879, 
(15 months,) postpaid, together with our premium 
pa ‘Musical Hints,” by Karl Merz, on receipt of 

1.50. 

4@- AGENTS WANTED. Wedesire an active agent 
in every town, to whom we allow liberal cash com- 
missions, Send for Circular to agents and sample 





By Wm. T. 


opy. 

4a5-The Trade supplied by the American News Co., 
New York. — of Sheet Music and Music 
Books sent fi 


S. BRAINARD'S: SONS, Publishers, CLEVELAND, 0. 


ROYAL DIADEM 


Preserves its Lustre. Every Song is a Jewel. Your 
Sunday School will be ill be delighted with it. 
Price, $30 per 100; 3 35 cents by mail. 
BIGLOW «& MAIN, 

76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chi icago. 





A LIVE TEACHER 


“THE SONG HERALD is aGrand Book; have 
already ordered 212 copies.” 
FOR SINGING CLASSES AND CONVENTIONS 
There certainly has never before appeared a book of 
musical instruction and beautiful music so com- 
plete in all its departments as 


‘The Song Herald. 


New Edition ready. 192 pages. 
$7 


7.50 a doze n. 
Are You One of the 90 and 9? 


This is the title of a new sacred song that is 
becoming widely popular. It has a thrilling effec 
when well sung. Price, 35 cents. 


Church’s Musical Visitor. 
THE INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF MUSIC. 
The new volume, beginning with October number, 

will excel any of the prece ding in every particular, 
Send stamp for full guetion! ars for the new yea 
and proof that the Visitor * does actus lly give over 
$20 for $1.50!” Address 

JOHN CHURCH & CO., 

And 805 Broadway, 


Price, 75 cents; 


Cincinnati, 
New Y 


Ohio, 


ork. 


BRIGHTEST AND BEST 


Is more and more.liked wherever used. If you 
want a pew Song Book in your Sunday 
School, adopt it, vou will be pleascd 
with it. 


Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, New York. 
73 Randolph Street, Chicago. 


Case’s Bible Atlas 


This invaluable work is specially desig sned to aid Sunday 
School Teachers and Scholars in the a ady of the /nter- 
national Series of Sunday School Less ; 

Maps are accurately compiled from th 

es, and cover the whole os ) 

clearly eng raved, and ele 
accompanied by es" ious rE SEE 

A complete A LPH ABE Tit AL INDEX en- 
ables any one to tind at once, any Town, Mountain. Lake, 
River, or other locality. This complete and practical Atlas 
is essenti:l to every Studeat of the Bible. The Sunday 
School Times says : 

“It would not be easy to ree how the work could be im- 
proved. We commend it unresery ediy, as up to the times, 
accurate, clear, and handy. 


AGENTS WANTED 


want Agents in every Township to -_ this much 

anne work. Ministers, Superintendents, and Teachers of 

either sex, can do their Sunday Schools a good service, and 
make money by introducing it. Liberul terms given. 
»ecimen copies ma'led to any address on receipt of the price, 

aio. le for Circulars, Terms, and full information, to 

» D. 








CASE & CO., Publishers, Llartiord, Conan. 


7 v7 r 
SPECIAL NOTICE. 

For THE SUMMER MONTHS ONLY. We offer our immense 
stock of Books at much less than our regu/ar prices 
If you want ANY books, send list to us for estimate, 

N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
37 Park Row, New York, 
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VERY BEAUTIFUL NEW REWARD CARDS, 
For Sunday-school Teachers’ use. 


Samples Tree. 


D. R. NIVER, 


20 North Pearl Street, Albany, N. Y. 
Dealer in everything for Sunday-schools. 


WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 


Hearse, Carriages, &c.. furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 


LORD'S PRAYER 


A Solid Gold Charm, exact size 
of this illustration, with the Lord’s 
| Prayer engraved on it. Suitable for 





ia ki vdy’ s neck-charm or gentleman’s 


| watch-chain. Sent to any of the read- 
ers of this paper,express a on 
: eipt of seventy-tive cen 
8 FRANKLIN JEWELRY co., 
|704 Coestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Handsome iinstrsted catalogue 
sent free, by mail, on application. 











THE NATIONAL SCHOOL | FURNITURE co. 
OLE | MANUFAC" 


, and 113 ry 118 State St., Chicago. 
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‘NIVHILSA AMVHK SQA LAT 


gpdvyp anol ywoag 


02 qupm nok og 


A new edition (the sixth) of C. Hi. M.’S 
NOTES on the books of Genesis, arg 
Leviticus, and Numbers, has just been issued. 
The demand for these books is now larger 
than ever. They are not critical commen- 
taries, but, as the title indicates, ‘‘ Notes,’ 





” set- 

simply and clearly, in type 

ow, the ace in the Old Testament. 

Letters from all parts endorse and com- 
mend them. 

MR. D. L MOODY says of these 


« ' Notes: a 


ting forth most 





and shadow 





“They have been ‘to me a very key to the 
Serit ptures.” ? 
Maj. D. we w HEITTLE says: 
“Under God they have blessed me more 
than any books, outside of the Bible itself, 
that 1 have ever read, and have led me toa 
love of the Bible that is proving an unfailing 
source of profi it.” 
The notes on each book are complete in one 
volume. 


Price, $1 00 + per ‘vol., or $3.50 per set of 4 


Sent iz st ‘ir ee tO any address on receipt of 
a 

F. H. REVELL, Publisher, 148 and 
150 Madison Street, CHICAGO. 

















ia a WE 16- 
page WEEK- 


3 IDLE HOURS” 







LY pd 1 with charming Stories, Sketches, 
ete. 2 $1.5 DR. WARN® R’S HEALTH 
RSET. Price i. 51.50; G IVEN to Every y Yearly Subscriber 
who remits 2O cents extra for postage on Corset and altogether. arner’s Cornet 


woul in his advertisement in another column, Costly Premiums for Clubs. 
mer Re 9 will be sent “on trial” one month for 1Ecents 
ICHARDSON, Publisher, 397 


\ PLBASING EVENING ENTERTAINMENT 


For Church, 8®bbath School, or other Organizations, 
Is OFFERED BY 


Professor P. W. BEDFORD, 


Who is prepared to give ILLUSTRATED LECTURES of unusual merit and interest. By means of 
an admirable apparatus, and powerful illumination, he is able to bring upon the screen life-like and 
perfect illustrations of SCENERY, ARCHITECTURE, ART, MAN UPA CTURES, and other pleasing 
representations. These views are accompanied by a DESCRIPTIVE LECTURE; which is accurate 
and instructive, and cannot fail to interest all who attend. 
The views are given usually about TWENTY FEET SQUARE. 
The subjects of the several Lectures may be announced as follows: 
A Tour through England and the Isle ot Wight. 
A Tour through Scotland, 
Beauties of Switzerland. 
An evening in Paris. 
Ancient and modern Rome. 
Italy, its scenery, art, and architecture. 
Pompeii and Southern Italy. 
The Turco-Russian War. 
Across Europe, from Queenstown to Constantinople. 
Across the Orient, from Constantinople to New York. 
Around the world in ninety minutes. 
Oriental lands, scenery, manners, and customs. 
Jerusalem and the Holy Land. 
Egypt, ancient and modern. 
Across the Continent, 
Sabbath school lessons for the quarter. 
The Centennial Exposition. 
Views in all parts of our own land. 
pea3~ Each of the Lectures is interspersed with Colored Views, Statuary, etc., so that the eye does 
not tire, nor the audience feel the slightest fatigue. 
In addition to the subjects announced, Professor Bedford has a collection of illustrations in 
extent and beauty scarce equaled by any _— 
Engagements desired within one hundred miles of, or three bours' time from, New York City. 
Those who desire to secure the services of the undersigned will please address (or call upon) 


P. oO. Box 17 Prof. P. Ww. BEDFORD, New York. 


12-CENT ZEPHYR. 


This Zephyr, which sells at twelve cents per ounce, 
is made of remarkably fine fieeced wool, is bril- 
liantly shaded in all ¢ olors, is excee dingly soft to the 
touch, and very popular for crocheting and knitting 
purposes. It is freely used in making carriage 
afghans, shawls, sacks, gloves, leggings, ete. It w 
put up in good honest ounce hanks, the purchaser 
receiving twice as much Zephyr as when buy- 
ing the nominal ounce layer of European Zephyr. 


Also 
STOCKING YARNS 


In large variety of grades and colors, to be had at 


JOHN M. FINN, 


S. E. corner Arch and Seventh Streets, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Orders by mail carefully attended to, 


CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE 


The organ now in use in St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Race Street below Sixth, Phila- 
delphia. For particulars, apply to G. H. LUCKEN- 
BACH, No. 1138 Chestnut St., or to B. F. TWINING, 
No. 123 North Seventh Street. 


~ Cardinal, Navy-Blue, 
2) with name in gold, 20¢. 


wo . at interesting stories just commenced. 
,~ to al whosubscribe AT ONCE, Postage Stamps taken. Address 
roadway, New York. (37 Sate where you saw this advertisement. 


will be found illustrated and de- 
E 








2 lectures. 


738. 





and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and 
Views illustrating every subject for PU 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. 

for a man with small capital. 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photographic Views of Bible 


rices. 
LIC 
BA profitable business 

Also, Lanterns for Col- 
A 


History for $25. 74 page illustrated catalogue free. 
McALLISTER, Mfg. Optician, 49 Nassau St., N. Y. 





THE SUPLEE PATENT OPEN-EYE 


FASY THREADING NEEDLE 


undved tenes a minute in the dark, by 
owes Se thread down the 






Neither bends, 
breaks easily, unthreads, nor 
cuts the goods. Sample doz. 
in an elegant eae by 
mail.@0c. SUPLEE NEEDLE Co.. 610 Arch 


OR RHEUMATISM get Carlisle's Medicated 
Underwear. Speedy relief follows its use in 
many cases. Shirts and Drawers for either men or 
women sent free for $4.50, or Shirts for $2.25. In- 


fants’ Fine Hand Knit Medicated Shirt for $1.00. 
S. dD. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh. 
» 4, ASSORTED or 100 larger Decalcomanies or 
45 2% Floral Sunday-school cards, 25 cis, 200 


pictures or 10 cards, 10 cents. 
J. A. PIERCE, 75 Madison Street, Chicago. 


30) 








EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name, 
lcta., post-paid. L, JONES SO O., Nassan, N. Y. 





and Seal-Brown Cards, 
Hu!] & Co.,Hudson, N.Y, 








LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, l3c. 40 
in case, Lye. 2 styles Acquaintance Cards, We, 
Ag’ts outfit, 10e. DOWD & CO., Bristol, Conn, 





» Fashionable Cards, no two alike, with name t0c, 
post-paid, Geo, I, Reed & Co,, Nassau, N.Y 





Iam selling Texas Land War- 
rants good for 640 acres of as 
good land as there is in the State, 


CUT THIS OUT. 
for $160. More than 150 coun- 


TEXAS! ties to select from. Now is the 


time toSECURE A HOME. Circulars free, New 
State County Map in colors, 10 cents, 

For personal reference.—Hon. John F. Dillon, 
| Hon. Hiram Price, Rev. B. Frank Paxton, Rev. A.C. 
Manwell, I. T. Martin, Esq., and National Banks, 
Dave *nport, Iowa; Elder Keeler, Elder Miller, Rev. 
Wm. Faweett, Rev. J. a Pres’t Magoun, 
Iowa College, Grinnell; Rev. ¢ Trusdell, Mrs. 
W. F. Crafts, Chicago; Hon. George W. MeCrary, 
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C : 


. H. KENT, Davenport, Towa. 


PRICES 








REDUCED. 


MASON ie HAMLIN 


ORGAN CoO. 


| Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 


decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 


; dated November, 1877. 











Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class ; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash. or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO. 


154 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
250 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


E RIDLEY & SONS, 


311, 31 





309 1} GRAND ST., N. Y. 


WILL SEND FREE 
On application a Copy of their Fall and Winter 
Illustrated Catalogue 
And Price List of 


Millinery and Fancy Goods. 


Ladies’ and Misses’ Suits, Cloaks, Undergarmenis, 
Dress and Cloak Trimmings, Laces, Hosiery, Dress 
and Trimming Silks, ete.. ete. 

A large saving can be made by parties residing at 
a distance in trading direct with New York. Full 
information given in our Catalogue to aid in the 
sending of orders. 

We promise the same attention to orders en- 
trusted tu us, as if purchaser were present in person. 


ESTABLISHED 1849. 
> RIDLEY & SONS, 
309, 311, 3114 GRAND ST. 





LATELY IMPROVED. 
rvercoming all possibil- 
ty of Slipping off Showl- 
ler; all sizes for both 
sexes; worth ten times 
ts cost in promoting 
wealth and securing an 
rect form. Send bh 
ind chest measure to 
‘leveland Shoulder 
Brace Co., Cleveland, O. 
Ask your dealer for 


PRATTI’S New Patent Brace. 


30 








Elegant Cards, 10c.; 20 Ladies’ Favorite, 10c. 
with name, Seccombe & Co.,Kinderhook, N.Y, 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





a, e 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « « 
“ 15 to 29 ” “7 « 1.90 “* 


30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 * 
(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superin‘endents 
has been discontinued. The price to ail single 
subscribers is now 2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded, 


—--—<Q-— 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one te 
which it has been sent. All addresses sheuld in- 
clude both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subseribers wishing to introduce Tur Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 





SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 


In sending your renewal to The Superintendent's 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scnoon Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue Times, 


_————— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, ec =e § .60 
100 bee one year, «+ - . 7.20 
Less than 100 pies at @ rate. 





—_——9—_—_—_ 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, + = 
100 = 


6.25 
25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


one year, - s ® 


—~—_ — 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


a 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
toJohn D, Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - 1s. 6d, 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

a Oe 


Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 


an inch), for each insertion, - - . 25 cts. 
Special Notices: per line (as above), - - 80 cts. 
Réading Matter: per line (leaded), - : 50 cts. 


DISCOUNTS ON THE ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 


10 “ “ x “ 
15 “ “ 13 “ 
20 “ “ 96 “ 
25 “ “ 59 “ 


a@ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—o—— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
6 CHESTNUT STREET, Parvapetpa. 


$2.15 each. 
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~ J ESTEY & COMPANY, 





No. 160.—¥ront View. 


No, 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 
Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 


Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 
purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE, 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 








SAXE & ROBERTSON, 


GENERAL AGENTS FOR THE ESTEY ORGANS, 
Xo. %6 EAST Mth 8T., UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK. 





COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORY CROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 
by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 
HONORABLE MENTION. 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: 

“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account 
of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. This Soap was the only 
PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained 
rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap 
Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 
Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 

DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers, Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 
it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send or of our readers, who will write for 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP to try. Send 





at once. 





)\CASHMERE BOUQUET 
TOILET SOAP. 


The perfume of Corgate & Co.’s CASHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
Tortet PowpER will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 
lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 






KINGSFORD’S 
Oswego Corn Starch 


18 THE MOST DELICICUS OF ALL PREPARATIONS FOR 


PUDDINGS, BLANC-MANGE, CAKE, ETC. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


CONSTANCY, 


{By George Herbert, 1593—1632,] 


Who is the honest man? 

He that doth still and strongly good pursue, 

To God, his neighbor, and himself most true 
Whom neither force nor fawning can 

Unpin, or wrench from giving all their due, 
Whose honesty is not 

So loose or easy, that a ruffling wind 

»k it blind: 
Who rides his sure and even trot, 

While the world now rides by, now lags behind. 


Can blow away, or glittering lo 


Who, when great trials come, 
Nor seeks, nor shuns them, but doth calmly stay 
Till he the thing and the example weigh : 
All being brought into a sum, 
What place or person calls for, he doth pay. 


Whom none can work or woo 


} } 1 
To use in anything a trick or sieight;: 





For above all things be abhors deceit 
His words and works and fashion too 
All of a piece, and all are clear and straight 


Who never melts or thaws 
At close temptations when the day is done, 
His goodness sets not, but in dark can run: 
The sun to others writeth laws; 
And is their virtue; virtue is his sun. 


Who, when he is to treat 
With sick folks, women, those whom passions 
sway, 
Allows for that, and keeps his constant way: 
Whom others’ faults do not defeat ; 
But though men fail him, yet his part doth play. 


Whom nothing can procure, 
When the wide world runs bias, from his will 
To writhe his limbs, and share, not mend the ill. 
This is the marksman, safe and sure, 
Who still is right, and prays to be so still, 


PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
OPINION. 
[From The Golden Rule.] 


It often seems a pity that men cannot be 
judged, before the world and in history, by 
those who know them, instead of by those 
who know of them. Justice and charity 
would be alike subserved by verdicts made 
up from knowledge rather than rumor— 
upon facts instead of appearances. The 
common fame accorded to a man by that 
indefinable but potent force*that is called 
public opinion, is often so far wrong as to 
puzzle students of character. He may be a 
great deal better or worse, wiser or more 
commonplace, generous and brave, or the 
reverse, than the accepted judgment of that 
majority which calls itself “the world” 
declares; but unlike that judgment, in im- 
poten particulars, the man is very apt to 
e. 

The statesman, the preacher, the mer- 
chant, or the worker in other spheres more 
or less within the public observation, is 
judged by his acts. ‘‘ What has he done?” 
is the Napoleonic test to which the world 
still holds him. But in estimating character, 
and measuring manhood by eternal stand- 
ards, what a man has done, in the way 
of actual accomplishment, is often of the 
slightest significance. What has he been? 
What has he wished and striven to do? 
What have been his desires and purposes, 
his aspirations and efforts? These are the 
probes that reach below the surface, to the 
heart of things. And it is of these that 
public opinion, unless especially and un- 
usually enlightened, rarely takes notice 
until a man is living in a state far beyond 
its censure or its praise. The tardy justice 
of history can have little interest for a man 
who has been learning for a century or two 
what eternity means. 

It is in this direction that private judg- 
ment is more intelligent and just than the 
public estimate. A man’s tamily, if not 
blinded by affection,—his circle of intimate 
friends, and the community in which he is 
known,—happy is he if, looking into his 
heart, he can rest trustfully in their under- 
standing of him, Suspicion may come, but 
it can find no lodgement there. Injustice 
may assail him, but behind that cordon of 
living hearts he is safe. The world may 
sneer at his deeds, but his friends understand 
his motives, and see beyond the act to the 
animating purpose. Over against what he 
was able to do they set what he wished to 
do. They know wherein he was bafiled, 
and by what he was hindered. Few men 


are brave enough, even when circumstances 
warrant it, to confess to the public their 
“outs ;” and yet it is as true of a man as of 
a chain, that he is no stronger, in certain 
emergencies, than his weakest point. What 
Joseph Cook calls a man’s “environment” 





often confines him as a cage does the bird; 
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vet his bars are invisible. The world up- 
braids him for not using his liberty, when 
the doors are shut against him. It chides 
him for not singing when his harp is upon 
the willows. ... 

Private judgment, therefore, if honest 
and candid, is more accurate and just, and 
hence more stable and valuable, than public 
opinion. It would be greatly to the advan- 
tage of good morals oe good government— 
to a really civilized state of society and a 
righteous estimate of its members—if public 
opinion of men and women were based upon 
and governed b,y personal knowledge, and 
inspired by the spirit of Him who said: 
“ Judge not, that ye be not judged.” 


PUBLICATIONS. 





NOW READY. 


NIMPORT.—A Novel. Initial volume of “The 
Wayside Series.” Sq.16mo, Cloth. Flexible cover. 
Design by J. W. Champney (“Champ”). $1.50. 


LOCK WOOD’S FIELD PORTFOLIO, 


Just the thing for Botanists and Summer Tourists. 
Nothing like it. Every one who sees it will want it. 
$1.50 and $2.00. Send for Circulars. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS, & CO., 
381 Washington St., Boston. 








CROWELL’S 


Sunday-School Libraries 
No, 1. 30 Vols. 18mo. 
No.2. 15 Vols. 16mo. 
No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 

The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 

a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 

libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 

increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection. Send for our complete 
catalogue. 


T. Y. CROWELL. 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


The Con 
- and Choir. 


he 
~ By S. W. STRAUB. 
re) For Choirs, Conventions, Singing Schools, Etc. 
Very attractive and perfectly graded Elemen- 
fx tary Exercises, Sparkling Glees, Superb Hymn 
‘Tunes, nearly 200 pages of Splendid Anthems, 
Grand Gaared and Secular Choruses. 
320 pages; only $1.00; $10.00 per dozen. 
™) Choir Leaders, Singing Schoo! Teach- 
ers and Convention Conductors should not think 
of adopting any other book beture examining this. 


CROWN OF CLORY. GOOD CHEER! 
BY S. W. STRAUB, BY S. W. STRAUB. 
A splendid collection of new For Singing Classes, et 
S. S. Music; highly praised | the Most. and BEST for the 
byall! 35 cts. $3.60 perdoz. | money; only 60 c. $6. per doz. 


For sale by Music Dealers and Booksellers generally. 


Either book sent post free for retail price. Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McCLURC & CO., Chicago, lils 


MARK TWAIN'S 


PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made- 
Each page is already 
gummed to receive 
your scraps. 











vention 

















Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each. 

Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 

Pictorial Scrap ook, 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 

Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50, 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and Zoe, 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular. d 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & Co., 
Biayk Boos Manvracrveens, 
119 and 121 William Street. New York. 


Welcome Tidings 


New Sunday-School 
Song Books. 


It has been received with marked favor every 
where. The Sunday School Times says, in ; a 
careful review of six of the latest and most exten 
sively advertised Sunday-school Song Books 
“We pronounce the last book on our list, ‘ WEL 
COME TIDINGS,’ to be in our judgment DE 
CIDEDLY THE BEST OF THE SIX.” 





Price, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 
New York. 
JOHN CHURCH « CO., 
Cincinnati. 





NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 

LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
5 pment BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4,15 

Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train. 

TICKET OFFICES, 434;°732 and 
1351 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Temenan 
a and checked to destination by Mann's 
u xpress. 

FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE. 


aw 


IMPERIAL GRANUM, 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD. 


Flas justly acquired the reputation of being 
THE SALVATOR FOR INVALIDS AND THE 
AGED. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT 
FOR THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 
or INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 
NUTRITIVE \N CONTINUED FEVERS, 
AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
Att DISEASES OF TF" STOMACH AND 
INTESTINES. 
SOLD BY DRUGGISTS 
In the principal cities of the United States. 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 

153 Water Street, New York. 


FASHIONS 


THIS cut shows the new 
Fall ** BRETON SACQU E” 
which seems to be the ‘‘ La- 
dies’ choice,” as it is the 
most popular shape of the 
season, 









































FREE TO ALL! 
We will mail this Pattern 
-and Cloth Model FREE 
upon receipt of Ten Cents, 
(or 3 stamps) to pay mailing 
expenses. 


smith’s Tustraction-Book & Cataloptr 


Hundreds of Large Illustrations of the New 
Styles, with ample tnetractions in ** Horm> 
Pressmaking,.” “Catting Out,” een attings’ etc. 
tend T'we Stamps and get it by return mail. 


SEE our STYLES and TEST OUR PATTERKS. 
A. BURDETTE SMITH, Editor, 


P. C. Dox 5055. 16 East 140) St * OY. Ch 


From Advertisers. 


From J. J. Wilson, 763 Broadway, New York, Manu- 
op and Exhibitor of Barenptienne--Pobreary 


It is a pleasure to me’to inform you that my ad- 
vertising in The Sunday School Times has been the 
most satisfactory of any I have ever done without 
exception. Before I had seen the issue containing 
my first advertisement, numerous letters satisfied 
me I had found a medium of the — value. 

I am glad to notice that you rigidly exclude adver- 
tisements which are intended to deceive | SS 
that cannot possibly be made good, an believe 
the value of your medium and the good-will of your 
patrons is largely due to this fact. 


{Prom Horace Waters & Sons, Dealers in Pianos, 

éc., 40 Hast 14th Street, New York.— Feb- 

ruary 16, 18T7.] 

We take pleasure in saying that 

medium, we consider The Sunday 
of the best we use. 


17. Coteworth Pinckney, Proprietor of Pinck- 
ney’s Agency for Schools and Teachers, 30 Union 
Square, New York.) 

I have been so gratified with the returns from my 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times that | 
feel impelled to report the fact to you. I think | 
may safely say I have received more answers from 
my advertisement in this paper than from any other 
I have employed. 


| From A. J. Weidener, Proprietor. 
nial season, of the Franklin Hotel, 
July 31, 1876. 
I believe The Sunday School Times to be one of 
the best mediums for advertising many branches of 


as an advertising 
School Times one 


ing the Centen- 
. hia.— 


business. I do say conscienti 'y that I have heard 
from my advertisement in om r oftener than 
from any other paper in which ve advertised 


this season. 


From M. 7, Richardson, Publisher nay gy Zh 
c Companion, 29 Fulton Street, eo N. Ae 
January 19, 1877.) 


It is very gratifying di 
now and then a paper that b 
adequate return for the mone 
been bly disappointed wii 
advertisement in your columns. 


aoe bg [erureerep® Co., Norwich, Conn.—January 
We have received a large number of applications 
for the Papyrograph who refer to you, including one 
to-day from England. 
We consider yours the best medium we have tried 
so far, and feel well satisfied with the business the 
advertisement has brought us. 


[From Browne's Flexible Weather Strip Co., 17 Dey 

Street, New York.—Feb. 20, 18TT:] 

It is but just to your valuable paper, that we 
acknowledge its superior merits as an advertising 
medium. 

Having thoroughly tested it, and watched care 
fully the results, we can honestly state that our ad 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times brought 
us more cash orders than did our advertisement in 
any other five religious papers. Some heavy mails 
consisted largely of orders for goods in which it was 
stated that the advertisement was seen in The Sun- 
day School Times. These orders were from all parts 
of the country. 


[From M.W. Smith 4 Co., 140 La Salle Street, Chicago, 
IU.—January 16, 1877.] 
More than three hundred letters were received 
= our one advertisement in The Sunday Schoo! 
mes. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to an 
inch), for each insertion, 25 cents. Special Notices: 

r line (as above), 30 cents. Reading Matter; per 
ine (leaded), 50 cents. Discounts on the above 
rates as follows: 5 per cent. on 4 insertions, 10 per 
cent. on 8 insertions, 15 per cent. on 13 insertions, 
20 per cent. on 26 insertions, 25 per cent. on 52 inser- 
tions. Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Saturday Hd the week preceding their issue. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
et 610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia. 
A GREAT OFFER !0::. 52 .tnses 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 


second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS’ at lower prices for cash ori nstalle 


these times to find 
something like an 
invested. I have 
the results of my 


















SY to S100 co 


CROLL SAW 


$ Lester, 
Barnes 


» Den ©, Comntemetet, and 
- From € emtesr THe. BO cart 
Neorve nt Now 
and Tiere 
TOOLS for Amatewrs.> tn~ 
txts, Carpenter fe 
imet- Makers, a) ever ‘ t- 
ment of Mechamtca! ee 
TOOL CHESTS") somo" 
* 28 oact 


Send for Catalogue 
or machines you re 


TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 


OOL DEPOT. 
607 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE DINGEE & CONARD CO’S 


TIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


SES 


wat kim of tools 


STRONG POT ROSES, suitable 

BLOOM, sent safely by mail. postpaid. 5 splendid 
varieties, your chmce,all labeled, for $1; 12 for $2; 
19 for $3; 26 for $4; 35 for $5. For 10 cents each 
additional, one Magnificent Premium Rose 
to every dollar's worth ordered. Send forour NEW 
GUIDE TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose 
from over 800 finest sorts. We make Roses a Great 
Specialty, and are the largest Rose-growers in Amer- 
ica. Refer to 100,000 customers in the United States 
and Canada THE DINGEE & CONARD Co.,, 
ROsé-GROWERS, West Grove, Chester Co., Pa. 


PATENTS. 


LATHES ” Cireular and Jig- | 
Saw Attachments 


Picet wood, | 


ments or tolet until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS’ GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLU= 
PING THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOU- 
DPOIR ) arethe BEST MADE.7 Octave Pian- 
os $150.7 1-3 do $160 not used a year. “ 27? 
Step Organs $50. 4 Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 
8 steps $75. 10 Stops $88.12 Stops 6100 
cash, net used a year, in perfect order and 
warranted. LOCAL & TRAVELING AWTS 
WANTED. Liiustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
A Wheral discount to Teachers, Ministers, Churches, 
Schools, Lodges ete, Sheet music at half price. 
HORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactu- 
rere and Dealers, 40 EAST 14th STREET, 
Unien Square, New York. P.O. Box, 3567. 
TESTIMONIALS. 
' The WN. ¥. Times says: “ Waters’ Orchestrior 
Chime Organ” is a beautiful little instrument, sim- 
ly perfect. The Chime of two and one-half octave 
Bons and the artistic effects capable of being pro- 
duced by the player are singularly fine. 

The tone is full, clear and resonant, and a very 
interesting effect is produced with the chime of 
bells.—Christan Union, 

The Waters’ Pianos are well known among the 
very best. We are enabied to speak of these instru- 
ments with confidence from personal knowledge, 
—N,. ¥. Evangelist. 

We can speak of the merits of the Waters’Pianos 
from personal knowledge, as being of the very best 


quality.—Christian Intellingencer, eg 


All who have a 


SEWING MACHINE 


And use Gallaudet’s Thread-Cutter 
say—“ What a very useful attachment it is, how 
easy now to remove the work, no hunting for scissors. 
always at hand, saves time, patience, th an 
needles enough to pay for its cost in a short time.” 

Try one, Ask your agent for 
GALLAUDET’S, 
which is acknowledged to be the best, or send 
25 cents, stating for what machine wanted (and 
receive by return mai! with full instructions) to 


WM. L, GALLAUDET, 








F. A. LEHMANN, Solicitor of Patents, Washing- 
ton, D.C. No Patent, No Pay. Send for circular. 


42 Elm Street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 














CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of all others. No agencies, P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEVE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Fully Warranted, 
Illustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Vanpuzen & Tier, 102 EB. 2d St., Cincinnati. 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y. 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
&@ illustrated Catalogues sent free. 








AGENTS WANTED. 


TEAS —The choicest mn the world—Importers’ 
* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases everybody—Trade continually 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—best in- 
ducements—-don’t waste time—send for Circular to 
ROBERT WELLS, President of the Original Amer- 
ican Tea Co., 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box 1287. 


THE AGENTS’ HERALD. 


A 32-column, 8-page genes f 60c. a year, with pre- 
mium. On trial six months 26c¢c. Sample copy, 
3c. $50 a month em to Agents, who guarantee a 
certain number of subscribers, with premium of 
$100 GOLD to the Agent making the best returns, 


EVERY AGENT should send his address for 


insertion in second issue of 


AGENTS’ DIRECTORY. 
We sont e ae: eee. drawn by me- 
chinery. Apparatus by mail, with 


instructions, 60c. Complete Smith- 





| ography Outfits only $1.25. AGENTS WANTED, 


terms, etc., free 
When —s 772 L. LUM SMITH, 
mention this No. 136 N. 8th St., Phila., Pa. 





1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. - “ Assets, $1,655,717.20. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
_JOHN L. FHOMSUS, Ans’ Secretary. 


SU FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
434. WALNUT STREET. 
CASH CAPITAL, - . - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 

NELSON F. EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 

J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
H. W. PITKIN, HENRY HAINES, 
J. S. HELFENSTEIN, WM. M. SINCLAIR. 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8S. WHILLDIN, 
. a S, DELL NOBLIT, JR., 
F. W. KENNEDY, J. B. SHEPPARD, 
W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 
J.S. FUWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 
sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 
\g ‘4 

PER CENT. NET. 

Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal ; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & €O., 
Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


243 Broadway, New York. 





DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads. Inequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfort. Approved by ail 
, physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
A chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 

. In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
me Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$1.00, 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, "76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from flowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine atrength for a Ladies’ Toi- 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Roginson Bros. & Co., Boston. 


$3 PRINTING PRESS 


Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
| any press. Larger sizes tor work. 
and save . Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young orold. Can be 
made a money ing business apy- 
where. Send 3c. stamp for large caie- 








' logue to KELSEY & ©O,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn 
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HAINES BROS. PIANOS. 


FACTORIES, 


356, 358, 360, 362, 
364, 366, 368, 370, 
and 3/2 Second Ave., 


both corners of 
Twenty-first Street, 


New York. 








OFFICE and WAREROOMS, 
i 145 and 147 Fifth Ave- 


nue, cor. Twenty- 
4 first Street, 
: N.Y. 


A a 





“THE FAVORITE AND MOST POPULAR PIANO.” 


SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW. 











i 4 The greatest improvement ever made in the production of Piano Fortes.) The UPRIGHT PIANO, 3s represented 
) above, made by Haines Broruers 


| THE FINEST AND BEST PIANO WN THE WORLD, 


] It has received the Highest Medal and Awvard wherever exhibited. 

It is surpassed for its Sympathetic Tone, Power,‘and Durability by none, and only equaled by the largest Concert Grand 
A few reasons why the Haines Bros.’ Upright Piano Forte has grown so immensely popular : 

Bi The Faultless Touch of the Action being Exceedingly Light, Pleasing, aud Very 
Hit Quick to Respond. “Admired by all.” 

nig THE IMMENSE POWER OF TONE “SURPRISES EVERY ONE.” 

: The Beautiful Quality of Tone, “Unattained by any Manufacturer Heretofore.” 


The Pure, Rich, yet delicate tone and perfect evenness throughout the entire register. ‘So much desired by all per- 
formers.” 


The Exquisite Singing Quality.and long sustaining tone ‘A wonder in itself.” 
The Great Durability and Fine Workmanship. ‘ Which shows for itself.” 


The Extraordinary Properties for long standing in Perfect Tune. 





“ Thereby avoiding a great deal of trouble at times.”’ 





It takes much less room. Is by far the handsomest piece of Furniture, resembling, as it does, a beautiful Cabinet. Can be 
opened and ready for use by a lady or a child, without any exertion, trouble, or annoyance. No amount of use seems to have 
any tendency whatever to interfere or damage any of the above improvements. 


IT 1S THE FINEST AND MOST 


SATISFACTORY PIANO IN THE WORLD. 


SEND FOR CIRCULAR. MAILED FREE: 


